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 Turty-FourtH Coneress, lst Session. 


to my mind. The Committee of Ways and 
Means are occupied; they are pressed with busi- 
ness; they have not time to consider anything 
but that business which necessarily and naturally 
soes before them. It seems to me, then, that, in 
amatterof so much importance, it is better for the 
message to go to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, where they have ample time to consider it. 
| call for the previous question. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I ask the gentleman from 
South Carolina to withdraw the call for the pre- 
yious question. 

Mr. BOYCE. I withdraw it. 

Mr. QUITMAN took the floor. 

Mr. ORR. If the gentleman from Mississippi 
will yield the floor to me, I will move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. QUITMAN. [yield the floorto the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina for that purpose. 

Mr. ORR. I understand that if we adjourn, 
the message will go to the Speaker’s table; but 
there is no Other business on the Speaker’s table, 
aud it wil come up in the morning after the ex- 
piration of the morning hour. I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 


three o’clock and fifty-five minutes) the House | 


adjourned till to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 





IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, February 27, 1856. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 
CORRECTION OF A REPORT. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I wish to say a 
few words on the question which I think may be 
considered a privileged one. 

In the very brief sketch of the remarks which I 
made yesterday, as reported for the Intelligencer, 
I find that I am reported as having spoken of the 
distinguished Senators from Delaware [| Mr. Cuay- 
ton} and Michigan [Mr. Cass] in terms a little 
stronger than I think I uttered; and I should be 
very sorry if my friend from Delaware should 
see this sketch without its being attended with 
some explanation on my part. I find this lan- 
guage: : 

“So long as these warlike notes had been confined to the 
very honorable and much-respected Senators from Michi- 
gan and Delaware, [Messrs. Cass and CLayTon,] he had 
indulged no apprehensions. ‘These Senators might be ex- 
pected to express themselves warmly oa the occasion.”’ 

Now, sir, I prefaced what I did say in relation 
to those Senators—and especially in relation to 
the distinguished Senator from Delaware—by the 
remark, that I had no fear the country would find 
itself suddenly involved in a war in consequence 
of the part which they had taken in the debate. 
I said, as to the Senator from Delaware, that it 
was known he was the author of the convention 
of 1850, and might very well be supposed to be 
unusually sensitive, but not more so than was 
natural, to whatever tended to impair its just 


value and importance to the country and to the || 


world. 

With regard to what I said of the distinguished 
Senator from Michigan, if he considers the state- 
ment which I have read to be too strong in rela- 
tion to the sentiments which he had uttered in the 
preceding debate, I beg leave to qualify it. Both 
with regard to him, and the distinguished Senator 
from Delaware, in a subsequent part of my re- 
marks, and following pretty close on the heels of 
the portion from which this report is taken, I 
said that though they had been sufficiently belli- 
cose or belligerent in the expression of their sen- 
uments, and had saanitheted plainly enough that 
they had no decided objection to referring the 
controversy to the arbitrament of the sword, 
should it become necessary in vindication of the 


honor or the rights of the country, yet that even || 


they had proposed no measure which precluded 
further negotiation; and, whatever might be their 
feelings upon the subject, they did not appear to 
have contemplated the necessity of war. 
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| I make these remarks more especially in refer- 
ence to the distinguished Senator from Delaware, 
because he was not here yesterday, and, seeing 
this language imputed, he might suppose it to be | 
unkind. Of course, I did not understand him to 
make a war speech at all; nor did I understand 
the honorable Senator from Michigan as insisting | 
that we ought at once to proffer such arbitrament 

_ for the decision of this controversy. 

| I thought it proper, sir, to make these remarks, | 
lest I should trench on the feelings especially of | 

| the honorable Senator from Delaware, who did 

not hear my remarks. I also, in reference to the 

reporter, deem it proper to state that, upon the 

whole, I do not think there is any great departure 

in his sketch from the tenor of what I said; but 

it does not appear in that playful shape and man- | 


i 


| ner in which the sentiment was expressed. 
Mr. CASS. I heard the remarks of the honor- | 


able Senator from Tennessee, to which he has 
| alluded, and I heard nothing at all falling from him 
| incompatible with his own position, or with the 
| feelings of friendship which I know he entertains 
towards the Senator from Delaware and myself. 
|| ‘The playful remark which he made against me 
is such an old one ‘that it passes by me without 
inet ig the least effeet. He said I was very 
sellicose. That is the old story. Mr. President, 


l| you and I have heard it often_on this floor; there 
\) is not a man who has risen here to investigate 
| the rights of his country in her relations with a 

| foreign nation, and has taken an out-and-out po- 
|| sition in reference to his own country, who has 
not been called bellicose. 
don, here is Lord Palmerston—one in the Brit- 
ish House of Peers, and the other in the British 
House of Commons—one saying that he took a 
common-sense view of the subject, and the other 
the whole view; but [ do not think they were 
| called bellicose in England. I said nothing about 


| war; | did not advocate war; but [ stated what I | 
believed to be the rights of my country con- | 
nected with the treaty of 1850—a treaty in which || 


England said she would not occupy Central Amer- | 
ica; but now she contends that ** occupy ”’ does 
not mean occupy, but only that she was not to | 


exercise dominion in future. Lord Clarendon 


| says that is the common-sense view of the case! | 


I repeat, all I did was to present what I con- 
|| sidered the rights of the United States, and what 


I believe nine hundred and ninety-nine men out | 


of a thousand will consider so. As to the ulte- 
rior measures to be taken, I did not advocate 
jany. There is still ground for hope that the Brit- 
| ish Government will receede—though there is not 
much hope of that, I confess. 
| when the time for final action comes, it will be 
| for the Government then to determine. I repeat, 
Senator from Tennessee which gave me the least 
offense, or which ought to have given any offense. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. FISH presented the memorial of Amaral 
& Bastos, the memorial of Manuel A. T. Bar- 
| boza, and the memorial of Alexander J. Da Cruz, 
|| Luis Vidal Cezar, and Bentos Pacheco dos San- 
|| tos, praying for indemnity for losses sustained by 

them in consequence of the seizure upon the 
| high seas by the United States brig Perry, Lieu- 
tenant Davis commanding, of the American brig 
Susan and cargo, for an alleged participation in 
the African slave trade; which were referred to 
| the Committee on Claims. 
| Mr. MALLORY presented the memorial of 
John M. Brooks, a lieutenant in the Navy, pray- 


ing for compensation for his invention of a method | 


for obtaining specimens of the bottom in deep-sea 
soundings; which was referred to the Committee 
|| on Naval Affairs. 

| Mr. DURKEE presented the petition of Wil- 
| liam J. Sears, a United States pensioner, pray- 


| referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

| The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a 
|| petition of citizens of Indiana, praying for the 
} construction of a harbor at Michigan City, on 


Here is Lord Claren- | 


W hat we shall do | 


. . | 
there was nothing which fell from the honorable | 


ing to be allowed arrears of pension; which was | 
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Lake Michigan, in Indiana; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Elizabeth Dowdall, pray- 
ing to be allowed a pension for the services of 
her husband in the last war with Great Britain; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of Alabama, praying that the six- 
teenth sections for school purposes may be 
granted to such townships in hat State as have 
not already received them; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to 
be printed. 

CALIFORNIA LAND TITLES. 


(| Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President, I have received 
a memorial from the State of California, signed 
| by five hundred or six hundred citizens of that 
State, complaining of the action of the commis- 
sioners appointed under the law of the, 3d of 
|| March, 1851, to settle private land claims. These 
memorialists, who are agriculturists and settlers 
of that State, allege that the law of 1851, or the 
practice of the commissioners under it, has 
worked serious injury to the people of that 
State,and they pray Congress for redress. Now, 
sir, whilst I cannot discover in what possible way 
|| Congress could rightfully interfere in the settle- 
|| ment of these land titles, [ have deemed it a duty 
to comply with the request of the memorialists, 
and present the memorial to the Senate, and ask 
its reference to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
| for such disposition as they may deem proper. 
The memorial was referred to the Committee 
|| on the Judiciary. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


|| On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, it was 


Ordered, That David Butler, praying for additional pay 
as a military storekeeper, have leave to withdraw his peti- 
tion and papers. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Captain James Mc. McIn- 
tosh, of the United States Navy, praying for compensation 
for losses sustained by the wreck of the United States 
schooner Firebrand, in 1819, be withdrawn from the files, 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. DURKEE, it was 


Ordered, That the papers on the files of the Senate, re- 
lating to the purchase of Harvey Allen’s air-tight mail bag, 
for the use of the Post Office Department, be referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


On motion by Mr. YULEE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Dempsey Pittman, praying 

for compensation for services during the Indian war in 

| Florida, in 1838, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


| On motion by Mr. SLIDELL, it was 


| Ordered, Thatthe petition of Hannibal Fault and Eliza 
8. Collier, praying for the confirmation of theit titles to cer- 

}| tain land, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 

referred to the Committee on Private Land Claiins. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


| Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia, to whom was referred a bill to 
| incorporate the St. Thomas Literary Society in 
| the District of Columbia, reported it back without 
| amendment. 
| He also, from the same committee, to whom 
| was referred a bill to increase the salary of the 
| judges of the circuit and criminal courts of the 
District of Columbia, asked to be discharged from 
| its further consideration, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary; which was 
| agreed to. 
| Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
|| Claims, to whom was referred te bill to amend 
an act entitled ** An act to establish a court for the 
|| investigation of claims against the United States,” 
|| reported it back without amendment. 
Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
j 


} 





merce, to whom was referred the report of the 
Secretary of War, communicating, in compliance 
with a resolution of the Senate of the 28th ultimo 
copies of the correspondence between the War 
Department and J. F. Gilmer, relative to the 
| expenditure of the appropriation for the improve- 
| ment of the Savannah river, reported a bill to 
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amend an act passed March 3d, 1855, for the || certain bills which have been referred to the Com- | 


improvement of the Savannah river; which was | mittee on Commerce, and to recommend their 
read a first time and ordered to a second reading. | passage. In making this report I wish to state 
Mr. MASON, from the Committee on the | that there are quite a number of bills which have 
District of Columbia, to whom were referred sun- || been referred to that committee, some of which 
dry petitions of citizensof Washington, praying | have been reported, and others of which will be 
for the adoption of measures toprevent abuses at || reported to-day, and I am _ instructed by the com- 
elections in that city, reported a bill defining the | mittee to give notice that I shall ask the Senate, 
richts of voters and the duties of commissioners | at a very early day, to take up that or and 
at cleetions in the city of Washington, and for || dispose of all the bits. The bills which I now 
other purposes; which was read a first time, and | report back are the following: 
ordered to a second reading. ° A bill making an appropriation for the con- 
Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com- || struction of a harbor at the mouth of the Onton- 
meree, to whom were referred the petitions for || agon river, on Lake Superior, in the State of 
the relief of the owners and sharesmen of various | Michigan; 
fishing schooners, submitted a report, accompa- 
nied by a bill, for the relief of the owners and 
sharesmen ofthe following schooners: Wanderer, 
Mary, Olive Branch, Two Brothers, and Broth- 
ers; Which was read a first time, and ordered to 
a second reading. He submitted a report on the | 
subject; which was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, the Committee 
on the Judiciary have had under consideration the 
resolution of the Senate of the 4th of February, 
relative to the removal of the railroad track across 
Pennsylvania avenue, in the city of Washington; 
and haye directed me to ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject, on 
the ground that itinvoives private rights, claimed 
under charters granted by Congress, and is, there- 
fore, a question for the courts, and not for the 
committee. Imove that they be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Milt- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the special 
message of the President of the United States, 
asking for an appropriation of $3,000,000 to pre- 
pare armaments, ammunition, and small-arms 
for fortifications, reported a bill to increase the | 
etlicreney of the United States Army; which was | 
read a first time, and ordered toa second reading. 
On his motion, the message and accompanying 
documents were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill to regulate the terms of 
the circuit court of the District of Columbia, and 
for other purposes. 

NAMES OF VESSELS. 

Mr. HAMLIN. -The Committee on Commerce 
have directed me to report a bill (S. No. 121) 
authorizing the issue of a register or enrollment 
to the bark Cabargo. As the vessel is detained 
in New York, and cannot sail until the passage 
of this bill, I ask for its consideration now. 

By unanimous consent, the bill was read a first 
und second time, and considered as in Commit- | 
tee of the Whole. It proposes to direct the | 
Seeretary of the Treasury to issue a register | 
or enroliment to the bark Cabargo, which was 
formerly a British vessel, but was dismantled on 
a voyage to New York, and was purchased and 
repaired by a citizen of the United States, on its 
being proved that the cost of the repairs is equal 
to three fourths of the original cost of building 
in the United States a vessel of the same tonnage. | 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a thirc . as 
reading, read a third time, oun passed. ra third | A bill making an appropriation for a steam- 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on Com- 


| dredge on Lake Ontario; 
meree, to whom was referred the petition of John || b A ae ae rw improvement of the har- 
Commins, of Charleston, South Carolina, have || °°"% Reem 
directed me to report a bill (S. No. 122) to change 
the name of the brig Hibernia to Victor of the || 
Wave. 

The Senate passed a general bill, yesterday, 
meeting this and similar cases, but, at the solici- 
tation of the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. || 
Evans,] and at the request also of the member | bor of Cleveland, Ohio; 


representing the district in which the petitioner | ; . 
resides, the committee have reported this special || A bill ae ROMER the improvement of the har- 
» the } a | bor of Fairport, Ohio; 


bill s Se i i i , ; 4 
ll, and ask th® Senate to consider it at this A bill to continue the improvement of the har- 
time. It is important to the owners of the vessel | 1,0. at the mouth of ithe. cian Aisne 
i} , ’ 


that it should be passed at once {| ae ee : 
7 a ; . | A bill for continuing the improve 
Ihe bill was read a first and second time, and Z mprovement of the 


; ~- > i or o alo, New Y » Erie; 
considered as in Commitiee of the Whole. No harbor of Buffalo, New ¥ ork, on Lake Eric 2 

ve . : |. A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
amen me nt being proposed, it was reported to || Lesher of Kinthisk. Blade Wael | ahaiiities 
the Seriate without amendment, ordered to be en- || a ne eee 


struction of a harbor at Marquette, on Lake Su- 

perior, in the State of Michigan; 

| A bill making an appropriation’ for the con- 
struction of a harbor at the mouth of Kalamazoo 
river, in the State of Michigan; 

A bill making an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a harbor at the mouth of South Black 
river, in the State of Michigan; 

| A bill making an appropriation for the con- 
| struction of a harbor at the mouth of Grand 
| river, in the State of Michigan; 


struction of a harbor at the mouth of Black Lake, 

in the State of Michigan; 
| A bill making an appropriation for the con- 
| struction ofa harbor at New Buffalo, in the State 
of Michigan; 

A bill making an appropriation for the con- 


| river, in the State of Michigan; 


| the harbor at St. Joseph, in the State of Missouri; 


of Michigan; and 

A bill making an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a harbor at the mouth of Muskegon 
river, in the State of Michigan. 

Mr. DODGE, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom were referred the following bills, 
reported them back without amendment: 

A bill making an appropriation for continuing 


|, the State of Wisconsin; 
A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
_ harbor of Manitowoc, in Wisconsin; 


harbor of Kenosha, Wisconsin; 


harbor of Sheboygan, Wisconsin; and 


harbor of Racine, Wisconsin. 

Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom the following bills were referred, 
reported them back without amendment: 


ment of the Missouri river; 


ment of the Mississippi river; 
A bill for continuing certain public works in 
the State of Massachusetts; 


in the State of Maine; 


bor of Huron, Ohio; 
| A bill to continue the improvement of the har- 
|| bor of Ashtabula, Ohio; 

A bill to continue the improvement of the har- 
bor of Sandusky City, Ohio; 


: : ; 7 || <A bill for continuing the improvement of the | 
gro for a third reading, reada third time, and | harbor of Oswego, New Senha Lake Ontario; | 


passed, 
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT BILLS. 


Mr. STUART. I beg Jeave to report back || York, on Lake Ontario; 


A bill for continuing the improvement of the 


A bill making an appropriation for the con- | 
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A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
harbor of Sodus bay, Cayuga county, New York, 


| on Lake Ontario; 


A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
harbor of Sodus bay, Wayne county, New York 
on Lake Ontario; . 

A bill making an appropriation for the contin. 
uation and completion of the breakwater jn the 


harbor of Burlington, on Lake Champlain; 


A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
navigation of the Arkansas river; 

A bill to continue the improvements in the har. 
bor of Newark, New Jersey; 

A bill making an appropriation for the improve. 


/ ment of the Delaware breakwater; 


A bill making an appropriation for the con- || 


A biil for continuing the improvement of the 
harbor of New Castle; 
A bill to continue the construction of a harbor 


on the east side of Reedy Island; and 


| the improvement of the 


A bill making an a for continuing 
iarbor of Erie, in the 


_ State of Pennsylvania. 


He, also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a bill to continue the improvement 
of the Des Moines and the Rock river rapids, 


| in the Upper Mississippi, reported it back with 


A bill making an appropriation for completing 


A bill making an appropriation for completing | 
the piers at the harbor of Monroe, in the State 


the improvement of the harbor of Milwaukie, in , 


A bill for continuing the improvement of the 


A bill to provide for continuing the improve- | 


A bill to continue the improvement of the har- | 


A bill to continue the improvement of the har- 


struction of a harbor at the mouth of Clinton | 


amendments. 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. GEYER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a joint resolution to au- 
thorize the settlement of the account of the mar- 
shal of the district of Missouri, by the Secretary 
of the Interior. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. DODGE, by unanimous consent, asked 


| and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the con- 
| struction of a steam dredge for Lake Michigan; 


which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. JONES, of Lowa, by unanimous consent, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
making appropriations for the improvement of 
the harbor of Dubuque; which was read twice 


| by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
| Commerce. 


SENATOR FROM ILLINOIS. 
Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I ask leave, 


on the part of the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to submit a report in a matter involving the right 


| to sitin this body of the Honorable Lyman Trum- 


A bill for continuing the improvement of the || 


A bill to provide for continuing the improve-_ 


BULL. The committee has had that subject under 
consideration, and it has been very fully dis- 
cussed by them. The result of the discussion 


| has been such a division of opinion as to render 
A bill for continuing the improvement of the || 


it proper, in the opinion of the committee, that 
the case should be referred to the Senate, and 


| that the committee should be discharged from the 
|| further consideration of the subject. 


{ submit a 
report to that effect in writing. I ask that the 
report be read. 

The report was read by the Secretary. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on agree- 


ing to the report, and discharging the committee 


| from the further consideration of the subject. 


A bill making appropriations for public works 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BUTLER. In connection with this sub- 
ject, I move that the protest of members of the 
Illinois Legislature, and the other papers which 


| were before the committee, be printed for the use 


of the Senate. 
It was so ordered. 
Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, I think this sub- 


_ ject should be made the special order for some 


convenient time; and I give notice that, when it 


| shall come up, I shall offer a resolution declaring 


| that the gent eman is notentitled to a seat in this 


| body. 


am one of those members of the com- 


mittee who have arrived at that result. I will 


| submit to the pleasure of the Senate in regard to 


what day shall be fixed for the consideration of 
the subject. 

Mr. STUART. I think the Senator will bet- 
ter accomplish his object by offering his resolu- 


_ tion now, and then moving to postpone the con- 


harbor at the mouth of Oak Orchard creek, New | 


i 


sideration of it unul a future time. 

Mr. PUGH. Iam acting under the advice of 
the chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUTLER. My friend from Ohio has 
given notice that he will offer a resolution de- 
claring the seat vacant when the subject comes 
up. I can see no objection to that course. 

Mr. STUART. Very well, sir. 
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Mr. CRITTENDEN. I wish to heagthe res- 
ition of the Senator from Ohio? | 
The PRESIDENT. _None has been offered. 
The Senator gives notice that he will at some 
future day offer a resolution. 





olu 


Feet? 

The PRESIDENT. Declaring that the Sena- 
tor from Illinois is not entitled toa seat. The 
Chair did not understand the Senator from Ohio 
+o name any day for the cousideration of the 


ei 


syupyect. 

Mr. PUGH. I was waiting for other Senators 
better acquainted with the business of the Senate 
to name a day. ‘There are so many special orders 
that | hardly know what day to name. I shall 
sipmit to the convenience of the Senate. I sup- 
nose, however, that the Senate is disposed to 
settle this question at an early day; and I beg 
leave, therefore, to suggest Monday week. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Ohio 
moves to postpone the consideration of the sub- 
‘et relating to the seat of the Senator from Illi- 
yois until Monday week, and make it the special 
order for that day, at one o’clock. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Unless some resolution | 
be offered, there is no question before the Senate | 
to be postponed. You have discharged the com- 
mittee from the consideration of the subject, and 
there is no subject before the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT. It is the impression of | 
the Chair that there should be a resolution or 
something to act upon. 

Mr. PUGH. I understood that the report of 
the committee was before the Senate. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


The PRESIDENT. The Chair will receive 
he resolution of the Senator from Kentucky. 
Mr. BUTLER. My friend from Ohio is en- 
trely right in relation to this matter. The com- 
mittee have been discharged from the further con- | 
sideration of the subject, and itis now competent 
for any member to offer a resolution, either as- 
serting that the gentleman from Illinois legally 
holds his seat or that the seat is vacant. 
committee are now free from the whole subject. 

Mr.CRITTENDEN. I wish to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That LyMan TruMBULL is entitled to a seat in 
this body as a Senator, elected by the Legislature of the 


State of Hlinois, for the term of six years from the 4th of 


Mareh, 1855. 


I will consent that the resolution shall be post- 
poned to any day that is agreeable to the Senate. | 


Mr. PUGH. 


I am willing that the discussion 


shail take place on the resolution of the Senator 


from Kentucky. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


Mr. SEWARD. The Senator from Ohio sug- 
gests Monday week. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


to the precise day. 


The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Ohio | 


names Monday week. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Would not an earlier 
day be satisfactory to gentlemen? I would pre- 
fer an earlier day. 

Mr. STUART. I move that the subject be | 
postponed to Monday next, and made the special 
order for that day. 


Mr. SEWARD. We have a special order for 
that day. 


_Mr.STUART. 
if that special order does not come upon the day 


fixed, it will be the first business in order on the i} 


next day. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Michigan to postpone 
this question until Monday next. 

Mr. FOOT. I wish to submit to the Chair 
Whether this is not a question of privilege—such 
& one as takes precedence of all others? 

The PRESIDENT. Of course. 


Will set aside all other business for it on the day 
which may be assigned for its consideration. 
Mr. Stvarr’s motion was agreed to; and the 
resolution of Mr. Crairrenpen was made the spe- 
cial order for Monday next. | 


COST OF PUBLIC PRINTING. 
Mr. JOHNSON. 


I offer the following resolu- 





HE CONGRESSIONA 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. A resolution to what | 


I have a resolution }| 
prepared, which, if acceptable to gentlemen, I |) 
will offer, unless the Senator from Ohio is pre- 

wed to offer his. } 


The 


I hope the earliest day || 
will be fixed. . , 


I am not particular as 


I believe that under our rules, 








its immediate consideration: 


Resolved, That the different heads of Departments of the 
Government, judicial and executive, be directed to furnish, 
for the information of the Senate, a statement of any and 
all sums of money which have been paid or agreed to be 
paid for printing tor each of the several bureaus and offices 
of such Departments, during the year ending December 31, 
1855, which has not been executed under the provisions of 
the act of 26th of August, 1852, regulating the prices of the 
public printing. 


Mr. President, there is an impression resting 
on the public mind that the expense of printing 
for Congress, and the executive Departments of 
the Government of the United States, amounts to 
$2,000,000 per annum. Now the fact is, that it 
appears, from the information before us, that the 
cost of all the printing done in obedience to the 
law of 1852, does not amount to more than 
$600,000a year. This resolution calls fora state- 
ment of all printing which is not done under the 
provisions of that generallaw. When we obtain 
that statement, we shall know something of the true 
amount annually paid for printing, and by what 
process these expenditures have been swelled. It 
is right that this information should be furnished 
to us. ‘There is evidently a very great mistake 
resting on the public mind, and on the minds 
of Senators, so far as I have had conversation 
with them, in regard to the printing expenditures, 
or else there is a very vicious practice somewhere 
by which the provisions of the law have been in 

/ some mode evaded or disregarded. The Com- 


| mittee on Printing desire to obtain information on 


this point, and therefore I offer this resolution. 
The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 
EXTRA PRINTING. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Printing to make a report on the me- 
morial of George Jones, a chaplain on board the 
frigate Mississippi during the ha an Expedition, 
praying to be allowed five handed copies of a 
volume of Commodore Perry’s work, compris- 
ing his observations on the zodiacal light. ‘Those 
observations, I believe, were taken almost en- 
tirely under the superintendence of this gentle- 
man, who attended thatexpedition. ‘The Senate 
has already ordered the printing of five thousand 
copies of the report of the Japan Expedition, 
one thousand of them for the use of the head of 

| that expedition. This is an application for five 
hundred additional copies of the particular work 
over which this gentleman had the superintend- 
ency in the course of the expedition. The com- 
mittee report adversely to allowing the prayer of 
the petitioner. This is a unanimous report, and 
itis made on the ground that when the Senate 
provided one thousand copies for the head of the 
expedition, out of the five thousand ordered for 
the use of the Senate, it was done under the sup- 
position that those copies would be used for dis- 
tribution amongst the officers of the expedition, 
and that all claims of this sort would be properly 
settled by the gentleman at the head of it. The 
committee, therefore, report adversely on the pe- 
tition. 

The report was concurred in. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Iam also instructed by the 
Committee on Printing, who were directed to in- 
quire as to the proper number of copies to be printed 
of the mechanical portion of the Patent Office re- 
port, to report the following order: 

Ordered, 'That there be printed, in additiom to the usual 


number, twenty-seven thousand copies of the report of the | 


Commissioner of Patents relating to arts and manufactures, 
two thousand of which shall be for the use of the Commis- 
sioner of Patents. 

This is the same number which was ordered 
last year. The committee saw no reason for 
diminishing it; but, on the contrary, believe it to 


be just and proper to print twenty-seven thousand 


copies of this work. 
he order was agreed to. 


: | COAST SURVEY REPORT. 
The Chair | 


Mr. JOHNSON. Some days since, an order 
was referred to the Committee on Printing, which 
was offered by the honorable Senator from Mary- 


land, {Mr. Pearce, | relative to printing additional | 


copies of the report of the Superintendent of the 


\, Coast Survey for the year 1855. The committee 
| to whom that was referred reported it back with 


,an amendment, 


GLOBE. 





tion, and, as it is merely one of inquiry, I ask for | 


| tions for fortifications. 
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The order proposed by Mr. Pearce was: 

Ordered, That ten thousand copies of the letter of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, communicating the report of the 
Superintendent of the Coast Survey for the year 1855, in 
addition to the usual number, be printed; five thousand 
copies thereof for the use of the Senate, and the remainder 
for distribution by the Coast Survey Office ; and that the 
same be printed and bound, with the plates, in quarto form ; 
and that the plates be printed under the direction of the 
Superintendent of the Coast Survey. 

The amendment of the Committee on Printing 
was to strike out the words, ‘ and that the plates 
be printed under the direction of the Superiniend- 
ent of the Coast Survey.” 

Mr. JOHNSON. Lunderstand that some Sen- 
ators object to striking out those words; butI do 
not know that it is necessary for me to call atten- 
tion to the subject, unless itis seriously proposed 
to resist the amendment of the committee. 

Mr. SEWARD. Does the Senatorcall for the 
consideration of the resolution now? I want time 
to consider it. 

Mr. JOHNSON. We have reported back the 
resolution, and, unless the Senator objects, l hope 
it will be considered at once. 

Mr. SEWARD. | hope it will be postponed 
until to-morrow. Iwish to inform myself as to 
the merits of the question, ; 

Mr. JOHNSON. Very well. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I hope the words which the 
committee propose to strike out will be retained, 
and other words added to them. 

The PRESIDENT. The subject will be post- 
poned until to-morrow, if there be no objection. 
FORTIFICATIONS. 

The bill (S. No. 102) making appropriations 
for certain fortifications in Florida, Texas, and 
California, reported by Mr. Wetter from the 
Committee on Military Affairs, was, on his mo- 
tion, read the second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to appropriate the following sums 
for the construction, preservation, and repairs of 
fortifications, for the year ending June 30, 1856: 

For Fort Taylor, Key West, Florida, $150,000. 

I’ or Fort Jefferson, Tortugas, Florida, $150,000. 

For fortifications for the defense of the entrance 
to Galveston harbor and bay, Texas, $80,000. 

For fortifications for the defense of the entrance 
of Paso Cavallo, Texas, $40,000. 

For fortifications for the defense of the entrance 
of Brasos Santiago, Texas, $80,000. 

lor fortifications at Fort Point, entrance to 
San Francisco bay, California, $350,000. 

For fortifications at Aleatraz Island, San Fran- 
cisco bay, California, $200,000. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have no objection to this 


| bill, and I shall a rive it my vote; but I 


should like to learn from the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, who has reported 
it, what are the reasons which require specific 
appropriations for these points which do not apply 
to any others; and what are the reasons why a 
general bill has not been reported including all 
fortifications ? 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, the appro- 
priations for the fortifications of the country are 
usually presented to the Senate by the Committee 
on Finance. They have charge of that subject. 
The Senate have, however, seen proper to refer, 
by resolution, to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs the propriety of making appropriations for 
the fortifications included in this bill. We have 
obtained jurisdiction of these fortifications—three 
of them being new works—by resolutions adopted 
by the Senate. We must look to the Committes 
on Finance for the general and usual appropria- 
1 doubt not but that at 
the proper time they will report a bill for the 
various other works which are indispensable to 
the defense of the country. The Committee on 
Military Affairs have reported in these cases under 


' the instructions of the Senate; and we regard them 


as among the most important points of all our 
works of defense. 

Mr. FISH. I would ask the Senator from Cali- 
fornia, who is at the head of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, whether we are to understand 
that this bill embraces all the new fortifications 


| which that committeé intend to recommend to the 


Senate ? 

Mr. WELLER. I said to the Senate, a few 
moments ago, that the Committee on Finance had 
charge of appropriations for works of fortifica- 
tion; and the Committee on Military Aifairs have 
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not taken jurisdiction of any of them except tnose 
especially referred to them by the Senate, I am 
not prepared to mer whether the Committee on 
Military Affairs will make any report on that sub- 
I think not, unless so instructed by 


ject at all. 
the Senate. 

Mr. FISH. If [ understand the practice, the 
Committee on Finance merely report appropria- 
tions for works already commenced. 

Mr. RUSK. And for new ones, also, I think. 

Mr. FISH. The chairman of the Committee 
on Finance can put me right. 

Mr. HUNTER. Strictly speaking, the juris- 
diction of the Committee on Finance, as I under- 
stand it, is confined to those works already in 
existence. Itis true, the general bill frequently 
contains appropriations for new works; but, strict- 
ly speaking, such appropriations ought to come 
from the Committee on Military Affairs; and the 
Committee on Finance oughtonly to report appro- 

sriations for those works already eaiheniions by 
ate Still, in the hurry in which the general 
appropriation bills are often passed, from the 
necessity of the case, it has very frequently hap- 
pened that in the general fortification bill are also 
to be found appropriations for new works. For 
that reason, it seems to me, this is within the 
jurisdiction of the Committee on Military Affairs. 
"These are new works entirely. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I think we ought 
to adhere to the jurisdiction of the committees. | 
The fact of having two committees acting on the 
same subject at the same time necessarily leads 
to confusion. 
priate for a particular fortification, and another | 
may determine to doit. Unquestionably the pro- 
priety of a proposed fortification is a question for | 
the Committee on Military Affairs. That has | 
been almost uniformly, I believe, the course of the 
Senate. But after an appropriation has been de- 
termined on; in other words, after the Senate have 
determined that a particular point ought to be 
fortified, and an appropriation made, then it is 
proper for the Committee on Finance to consider 
the propriety of continuing the appropriation. 
That I believe has been the general practice, and 
if not the universal, I believe it should be. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr, President, the explana- 
tion afforded by the chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs is pertectly satisfactory to me , 
to a certain extent; but beyond that [ do not 
think it is precisely satisfactory to the Senate. I 
concur in the opinion which has been expressed 
by the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] that 
the Committee on Military Affaiis is the appro- 
priate committee for originating appropriations 
for new fortifications; but when those works have 
been commenced, the continuation of them is by 
appropriations made in pursuance of law, and 
those appropriations most properly come from 


‘the Committee on Finance. 


The Senator from California tells us that a 
part of the appropriations proposed in this bill 
are for new, and a part of them for old works; 
and that the Committee on Military Affairs have 
only acted on such resolutions as have been sent 
to ens: I find no fault with the action of the 
committee on that point; but if they have in- 
cluded in the bill appropriations for a part of the 
old works, I put the question again, are the works | 
thus eT ares important than those at other | 
points on which they have not acted? Why were 
they referred to that committee ? Any individual 
Senator could make a motion for such reference | 
of a memorial, petition, or resolution presented | 
by him as he chose; and thus, without the action 
of the committee, propositions might be presented 
to the Committee on Military Affairs for various 
fortifications, and that committee might appropri- 
ately actupon them. But I insist that this bill 
is defective, for a reason which I will state. The 
Committee on Military Affairs have presented in | 
this bill appropriations for works which are not 
jusiediction of the Committee on Finance. Per- 
iAps it was their duty to do this, having refer- 
ence to what was before them; but while they | 
have done this, they have, in my opinion, failed | 
to do their duty in not includin all works now 
im progress of construction, which are of equal 
merit with those upon which they have reported. 
When the Committee on Military Affairs go 
beyond the rule, confining them to the origina- | 
tion of appropriations for new fortifications, and | 
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include a part of the old works, I say they ought | which mast be made, a little in advance of the 
to have included at least all those standing in the | 
same grade with those reported. I move that | 
the bill be recommitted to the Committee on | 


Military Affairs, and that the committee be au- 

thorized to report upon other works in progress 

of construction. 
Mr. WELLER. 


tee on Military Affairs have in no manner en- 


croached on the jurisdiction of the Committee on | 


Finance. The Senate by a solemn vote gave to 


Mr. President, the Commit- | 


the Committee on Military Affairs jurisdiction | 


of certain fortifications. 


reported to the Senate. With what propriety, 


then, can it be said that we have gone beyond 


our proper sphere, and exercised jurisdiction over 
cases properly belonging to the Committee on 
Finance ? 

Three of the fortifications provided for in this 


bill are new works—those in the State of Texas. | 


or the others, appropriations have been made 
for several years past. The Senate thought proper 


to intrust this much of the work to us, and we | 
have wrens it. The other works—those not | 


provided for in this bill—are important; but [am 


| not prepared to say that they are as important as 


| to be made. 


those for which appropriations are now proposed 
[ know of no fortifications that so 
imperiously demand immediate completion as 
those in California for which this bill provides. 
Why, sir, every one can see ata glance that, if 
we should be involved in a war with any mari- 


| time Power, California must feel the full force of 


One may determine not to appro- || 


| 


the first blow which would be struck. In the 
present condition of your works there, California 


would, undoubtedly, in such an event, be detach- | 


ed from this Union, and she would be held in that 
position, perhaps, as long as that naval Power 
thought proper to continue the war. Whether 


| she would come back into the Union at the term- 


ination of the war I cannot say. It is very cer- 
tain that, unless these fortifications be speedily 
completed, and that coast be placed in a proper 
state of defense, it would be impossible, in the 
event of a war, to hold California as a part of 
the Union. I regard those works as of infinitely 
more importance than some for which we usually 
appropriate the public money. I think, there- 
fore, that the importance of particular works in 
California, Florida, and Texas, included in this 
bill, was sufficient to justify the action of the 
Senate in giving to the Committee on Military 
Affairs special jurisdiction over them. 

Mr. MALLORY. The honorable Senator 
from Maine [Mr. Se regards the Commit- 


tee on Military Affairs as derelict in its duty for 


| committee have included in this bill. 


hot reporting aaprenratnens for other works 
which have equal merit with those which the 
That is not 
the question. The works may be of equal merit 


in a national point of view, but the policy of ap- 





propriation may depend on very different reasons, || 


Reference has been made to the fortification at 
the Tortugas. Ido not say thatthat work (which 
is certainly the Gibraltar of the Gulf, if such a 
term can be applied to any of our fortifications) 
excels in importance the other fortifications of the 
country at the mouths of our greatrivers or on the 


| coast of California; but the policy of appropriat- 


ting money to complete that fortification at this 
time depends on a state of facts which does not 
exist in relation to other fortifications. The Tor- 
tugas is at least one hundred and fifty miles from 
any inhabited point of the mainland of Florida. 
It is an isolated point, commanding completely 
the Gulf of Mexico. Six steamers may bridge 
the Gulf across from the Tortugas to the Moro 
Castle, and speak each other every fifteen min- 
utes; and in the event of difficulties to-morrow, 
the Gulf would be just as hermetically sealed as 
if a barrier were reared up at the entrance of that 
Gulf, through which your Treasury Department 


_ tells you $400,000,000 of commerce pass every 
new, thus assuming what is properfy within the | \ 


year; and every hour you may see sixty vessels 
passing and repassing there. Unless this appro- 
priation be made that work must stop; the work- 
men will be withdrawn, and there will be no per- 
son there but the light-house keeper and the man 
in charge of the work. It will be at the mercy 
of a canoe and a musket, 

I submit to the Senate whether they will leave 
a fortification of this importance in such a con- 
dition, after having spent $350,000 upon it; or 
whether they will now make an appropriation, 


On those cases we have | 








usual time, in order to keep the workmer in em- 
ployment? These iacts av not exist in referciioe 
to the fortifications on the mainland in California. 
Texas, or elsewhere, where the population is im. 
mediately about the work to be constructed, and 
may maintain it, although it be in a half-finished 
condition. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, I regret to see the 
spirit which is manifested in reference to this bil}. 
There are three appropriations proposed in it for 
fortifications in Texas, for which no provision 
has been made heretofore, and which are intended 
to defend a very exposed coast. So far as those 
works are concerned, [ have heard no objection 
to the Committee on Military Affairs inserting 
them in this bill; but the objection is to the other 
provisions reported by that committee. [I intro. 
duced a resolution at an early day of the session, 
asking whether, in the opinion of the War De- 
partment, any fortifications were necessary on the 
coast of Texas, and if so, at what points, and 
what amount of appropriations would be required, 
The Secretary of Wat answered that sbselation, 
and the amounts specified by him for the works 
recommended by his Department are included in 
this bill. 

The chairman of the Committee on Military 
| Affairs says there should be prompt action in 
regard to the fortifications in Florida and in Cali- 
fornia, and he gives some reasons which to my 
/mind are very satisfactory. Now, what is the 
objection to including them also? Objection is 
made by representatives of the older States which 
have heretofore received similar appropriations, 
and where fortifications at a large expense have 
been made. They say that all must be included, 
Why, sir, does anybody doubt, that at the present 
session of Congress a fortification bill will be sub- 
mitted to us through the usual channel containing 
appropriations for all existing fortifications in the 
United States, and that it will be passed by both 

Houses of Congress? No one can, for a moment, 
entertain a doubt on that point. Such bills have 
been passed for several years, and none have been 
defeated as faras I have noticed. They come 
_ generally from the Committee of Ways and Means 

in the other House, providing for all old works 

and for the additional fortifications recommended 

by the War Department. They go to the Com- 

mittee on Finance of this body, and are attended 
| to. 

Then, what is the great question here? The 
older States, which have had millions of dollars 

expended on their fortifications, are not willing 

to see the newer States get ahead of them. That 

is the whole sum and substance of the objection 
_ to the bill before us. This question is treated as 
if it were merely a scramble for these appropria- 
tions. I doubt whether a single Senator who has 
opposed this bill, or spoken in regard to its refer- 
ence, believes for a single moment that Congress 
_will adjourn without making provision for the 
existing fortifications. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the honorable Senator 
from Texas allow me to ask a question for in- 
formation ? 

| Mr. RUSK. Yes, sir. 
| Mr.SEWARD. It is, whether this bill is made 
| up on the recommendations and estimates of the 


ria, 


| Department ? 
| Mr. RUSK. So far as Florida and California 
/are concerned I am not informed; but, so far as 
| relates to Texas, the appropriations are entirely 
_in accordance with the estimates of the War De- 
| partment which were referred to the Committee 
| on Military Affairs. 
| Mr. WELLER. The bill is founded on the 
estimates of the War Department in all cases. 
Mr. RUSK. Certainly the appropriations can- 
not be made too soon fur the works provided for 
by the present bill; and no damage whatever can 
result to any other fortification by making these 


{ 
"appropriations at this time. It will not at all im- 


| pede the progress of the general fortification bill, 


and unless it be a good principle that nobody 
shall receive any benefit unless somebody else 

| does, the bill ought to be passed at once. : 

| Mr. FISH. Mr. President, I asked the chair- 

| man of the Committee on Military Affairs whether 

| this bill included all the new fortifications which 

| were intended to be recommended? [ have not 


1 = heard that question answered. I understand, 
| 


owever, trom the chairman, that it includes 
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. remo SSS ee : 
those measures which have been specially sub- 
mitted to his committee by resolution of the 
Senate. Now, sir, I have no objection to any one 
of the objects for which this bill provides. “I do 
object, however, to uniting in one bill appropria- 


- —_——— - - - 


tions for works which have already been author- | 


ized by law and appropriations for the commence- 
yeptofnew works. Ifthe Committee on Military 
Affairs intend ‘to nr appropriations for other 
fortifications, | wish either to see them included 
in one bill, or to let each one stand by itself. 

It is now nearly three weeks since I submitted 
a resolution, which was adopted by the Senate, 
calling upon the War Department for information 
with regard to the necessity of further works for 
the protection of the harbor of New York. To 
that we have had no reply. I have, therefore, 
been unable to bring that subject to the consid- 
eration of the Committee on Military Affairs. A 
resolution was offered a few days before I sub- 


mitted mine, with regard to fortifications neces- | 


sary for defenses on the Gulf of Mexico. An 
answer came to that resolution within three days 
after its adoption, I think; and the works which 
is recommended are provided for in this bill. 

Now, sir, I wish to have this bill recommitted 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, with in- 
structions to report either separate bills for the 
commencement of such new works as they may 
think proper, or to report a general bill for all 
new fortifications which may be necessary. I 
dislike to see a bill now forced upon us providing 
for fortifications in three States alone—Florida, 
Texas, and California; for, if that be passed, I fear 
we shall then be told that all that is necessary 
in regard to new fortifications has already been 
done. I think it appropriately belongs to the 
Committee on Military Affairs to recommend 
new works, and to the Finance Committee to 
recommend appropriations for those already au- 
thorized by law. I am content that the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs should take jurisdic- 
tion of the whole subject of new fortifications. I 
am willing to leave it with them. If they are 
under the impression that the port of New York 
requires no further fortifications, | must of course 
submit, unless I can induce the Senate to reverse 
the report of the committee; but I desire to have 
this subject recommitted until I can get an oppor- 
tunity of hearing from the War Department with 
reference to the resolution of inquiry which I 
submitted. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, matters of 
rule are sometimes matters of substance; and it 
seems to me that this debate has shown very 
clearly the propriety of the rule which requires 
appropriations for existing fortifications—for old 
works—to go to the Committee on Finance, and 
which confines the Committee on MilitaryAffairs 
to the origination of appropriations for new works. 
It seems to me that that division is eminently 
proper; and if, by mistake, the Senate has trans- 
terred to the Committee on Military Affairs that 
which belongs legitimately to the Committee on 
Finance, it seems to me it would be far better for 
the Military Committee to confine itself to that 
which belongs to it, according to the usual course, 


tifying those places at this time than any others 
of which I have any knowledge; but still I do 
not think that the necessity is so pressing but 
that the appropriations for these purposes should 
take their place in the general appropriation bill. 
I think, therefore, it will be better to recommit 
this bill to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
with instructions to bring in a bill for such new 
fortifications as they may think necessary for the 
general defense of the country. I think if they 
would do that they would accommodate all these 
matters; and I do not believe that either Florida 
or California would lose by it. 

Sir, if you were to pass this bill separately I 
have no idea that the House of Representatives 
would act on it in advance of all others. 
be objected to there, as it has been here. I have 
no doubt that provision for these fortifications 
during the next fiscal year will be made just as 
soon in the general appropriation bill, as by pass- 
ing this bill at the present time in this body. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 1 accept the motion of the 
Senator from Virginia, instead of the one which 
I made. My motion was to recommit the bill, 


|| with instructions to report upon the whole case. 


I am satisfied it is more appropriate to recommit 
with the instructions suggested by the honorable 
Senator from Virginia. 1 therefore withdraw my 
motion, and hope that his will be adopted. 

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, | understand 
that the appropriations contemplated by the bill 
which is now before the Senate comprises new 
works altogether, with the exception of two 


works in California, and two in Florida. Sena- 


| tors have spoken of the appropriations for Florida, 


as though the bill proposed to provide for all the 


| fortifications which are in progress in Florida. 


They are mistaken in this. 


There are several 


| fortifications now in progress in that State which 


are not provided for in this bill. 


The appropria- 
tions here are confined to the new works at the 
entrance of the Gulf of Mexico, which, although 


| lying within the jurisdiction of Florida, are dis- 


| liar to themselves. 


connected from the main shore, and require early 
and immediate ee for reasons pecu- 
Those reasons | understand 


| to be these: the appropriation for the present 


| very near! 


fiscal year will be exhausted before new appro- 
»riations can be made in the usual course of legis- 
fasioet by the general bill. I understand they are 
j exhausted now. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will say to the Senator that 
the bill before us does not propose to apply the 
appropriation which it makes to the present fiscal 
year. ‘The appropriation is to be applied in the 


| next fiseal year. 


Mr. YULEE. I will ask my colleague [Mr. 
Mattory] if I understood him correctly. My 
understanding was, that he said the particular 
occasion for an early and immediate appropria- 
tion for the works at Tortugas and Key West 


| grows out of the fact, that the appropriations for 


and to propose that the other subject should take 


its usual and common destination. 

Now, sir, I do not see why all the old works 
may not go together. They have been determ- 
ined upon. After consideration, it has been de- 
termined that fortifications are required in various 
armen’ They have been commenced; there is no 
onger a question as to the propriety of erecting 
them, but merely as to the amount to be appro- 
pret. That subject, it seems to me, ought to 
2 committed to the Committee on Finance, and 
I can see no reason why those old works should 


be taken out of their place, and why we should | 


act upon them now. Why, sir, this money can- 
not be expended except during the next fiscal 
year. I take it for granted that money has al- 
ready been appropriated to them for the present 
fiscal year; and the money now proposed to be 
appropriated cannot be spent during this fiscal 
year. 
and be acted upon before the next fiscal year 
commences. 1 do not see that California or 
Florida would lose by taking their place along 
with the other fortifications. 
here ready to vote for them; I believe those points 
ought to be fortified. 
I believe there is more pressing necessity for for- 


The general bill will probably come up | 


I will go a little further: | 


For one, I stand ) 


| 


the present fiscal year are nearly exhausted, and 
that the works must be abandoned unless an ap- 
propriation be made immediately. 

Mr. MALLORY. That is my understanding. 

Mr. YULEE. If that be the fact, and the bill 
now before the Senate proposes an appropriation 
to take effect only after the expiration of the pres- 
ent fiscal year, | shall move an amendment by 


It would | 


which it may be made applicable to the present 


necessities. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
to the honorable Senator from Florida, which 
may perhaps remove the present difficulty as to 
the old works. I understand that a deficiency 
bill will probably be here soon—at least that 1s 
the opinion of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means of the other House, with 
whom I wasconversing this morning. Whenthat 
bill comes up, if it is the purpose of the Senator 


to obtain an appropriation to be applied during the | 


present fiscal year, such a provision will properly 
come in as an amendment to that bill. That can 


I wish to make a suggestion 
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collected there. 


and all the gulf States are interested. 
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which it is supposed will be expended by the Ist 
of June of this year. The appropriations pro- 
posed by this bill are to be expended in the year 
ending 30th June, 1857. 

Mr. YULEE. There is no probability, judg- 
ing from = experience, that the general appro- 
yriation bill for fortifications can be padeel ear- 
lier than the month of July or August. If that 
be so, there will be an interval during which no 
appropriation will exist for the progress of the 
works to which I have alluded. The peculiar 
necessity for an earlier appropriation for them 
grows out of the isolated position of those two 
works. They are prosecuted by laborers carried 
there from a distance. If operations be suspended, 
those laborers will necessarily be scattered, and 
a long time must elapse before they can be again 


= - 


, . . . . ? 
Now, it is immaterial to me from what com- 


mittee an appropriation may come. If it is con- 
templated by the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance, that a deficiency bill will be passed ata 
sufficiently early period to make such provision 
as will prevent the suspension of these works, I 
shall have no objection; but if that be not the case, 
I hope the Senate will not be prevented, by any 
question of form, from making an immediate ap- 
propriation. ‘The works of which I have spoken, 
itis true, lie within the jurisdiction of Florida, 
but they are works intended to cover the Gulf of 
Mexico, in the trade of which all the western States 
They are 
more material and more important than any local 
fortifications at any of the points on the Gulf of 


| Mexico, because they meet at the threshold an 


enemy approaching for invasion. I hope, there- 
fore, that, unless it is contemplated to make an 
early provision in some other mode by which the 
continuance of those works will not be jeoparded, 
the Senate, not regarding the form or the partic- 
ular committee from which this proposition has 
come, will make the appropriation provided for 
by the bill before us. 

Mr. MALLORY. I only wish to say to the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, and to 
the chairman 6f the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, that it is an error to denominate Fort Jeffer- 
son as a Florida fortification. It is at least one 
hundred miles from the mainland of Florida. Itis 
an isolated ocean fortification standing uponacoral 
reef,and much more intimately connected with all 
the western States than with the State of Florida. 
It cannot, in any appropriate sense, be said to be 
a Florida fortification any more than an appropri- 
ation for Alabama, or for any neighboring State. 

Mr. HUNTER. ‘This is not a question of 
topography. I would as soon vote for an appro- 
»riation for Florida as for any other State in the 
Union. It is merely a question of rule and of 
propriety; and it seems to me that it is hardly 
worth a contest on the other side, as it is known 
there is a deficiency bill, which is the first thing 
to be acted on in the House, and which will soon 
come into us, towhich may be attached any pro- 
vision that the Senate may think proper to attach 
in order to provide an appropriation of more 
money within the present fiscal year. This bill 
does not propose to appropriate anything but for 
the next fiscal year. Now I say, that it 1s proba- 
ble the Senate will be able to obtain action on the 
works provided for in this bill quite as soon in 
the general fortification bill, as it would if this 
bill were passed at the present time. It 1s known 
that the Senate have descriiiaan that their Com- 
mittee on Finance shall originate and reportsome 
of the general appropriation bills. It will be in 
our power, if we think there is any necessity for 
it, to give the fortification bill an earlier consider 
ation than is usual in the Senate. At any rate, we 


shall be able to consider it long before the time 
| mentioned by the honorable Senator from Florida, 


be done without interfering with the usual juris- | 


diction of the committees. 


Mr. WELLER. I will state, that for the work 


at Fort Jefferson, on the Tortugas, the amount 


of unexpended appropriation in the Treasury, 
on the Ist of October last, was $61,000. That 
amount, the Department says, will be expended 
by the 30th of June, 1856. For the fortifica- 
tion at Fort Taylor, Key West, there was ap- 
plicable, on the Ist of 


ctober, 1855, $70,000, | 


{[Mr. Yutee.] His remark applies to the old 
wractice, but it will not apply, I hope, to the new. 
therefore think it would be better to recommit 
this bill to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
with instructions to bring in a bill making appro- 
priations for such new works as they may think 
proper, and let the old ones go in the general ap- 


a bill for fortifications, as has been usual 
1 


eretofore. 1 do not think it would delay the 

object of gentlemen a day, if they would agree 
to this; and we should thus be enabled to pre- 
serve the consistency of our rules and former 
practice. I hope they will agree to that 
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Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, there would 
have been considerable force in the argument of 
the Senator from Virginia if ithad been presented 
ut the proper time. The proper time was when 
the Senate proposed to give to the Committee on 
Military Affairs the jurisdiction of these works. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope I may be allowed to 
explain. 1 am sure I did not know when the 
subject was referred. The first knowledge I had 
of it was when the bill was reported. Lam not 
here when every subject 1s referred, and, of 
course, I cannot know all that is before the com- 
mittees. Why, sir, frequently matters are re- 
ferred to the committee of which I am a member 
—the Committee on Finance—that do not come 
within its jurisdiction; and we generally ask to 
be dis¢harved from their consideration, and to 
have them sent to the proper committee. 

*Mr. WELLER. 
the Senator from Virginia has to assume that the 
Senate have committed « mistake in sending these 
maiters to the Committee on Military Affairs. I 
take it for granted that those Senators on whose 
motion these subjects were referred, knew what 
they were about; and they desired that the com- 
mittee should take jurisdiction of those particular 
cases. Sir, there was a vote of the Senate; and 
I ask the Senator from Virginia whether he con- 
siders it respectful, after the Senate have referré d 
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I do not know what right 


a subject to a standing committee, to recommit 


it, and thus to reverse the decision which they 
have previously made ? 

The Senate gave to the Committee on Military 
Affairs jurisdiction over the works embraced in 
this bill, and asked from us a report on the sub- 
ject. We have made a report, and now the 
Senator from Virginia complains that it is a vio- 
lation of the established usage of this body. We 
have fully discharged our duty by presenting this 
report. We should have taken jurisdiction of all 


the fortifications, if we had received such instruc- 


tions from this body, but we were only required 
to report in these eases. We have fully dis- 
charged thisduty, and the Senate can make what- 
ever disposition they choose of our repert. 
Now, in regard to California, I wish to say that, 
because of the great distance of that point, we 
never get the appropriauons which are made by 
Congress till several months after the law is 
passed. If this bill were to be passed now, and 
eee a law at once, it would be found that, 
under the practice of the Departments, it weuld 
be difficult to get the funds there before the first 
of June of this year. 
priations should 
in the summer, it will be utterly impossible to 


Island this year. There are, therefore, reasons 
, 


which apply to California that,in my judgment, || 


do not apply with the same force to Florida, 
because of our distance from California, and the 
tume that must necessarily be consumed in trans- 
mitting the funds there after the bill shall be 
passed. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, the opposition to 


If the fortification appro- | 
be delayed, as usual, until late | 


this bill now seems to be a mere matter of etiquette | 
as to the powers of the various committees. I | 


have net heard one word said against the propri- | 


ety of the appropriations contained in this bill, 
or the 
where they are proposed to be applied. The bill 
1s opposed merely on a point of etiquette. 

The honorable Senator from Virginia proposes 
to recommit the bill to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and thereby to delay the commencement 
of fortifications which are of the utmost import- 
ance to the defense of my State; and he attempts 
to console us by saying, that even if we shouid 
pass this bill now, _ oom of Representatives 
would not take it up. Sir, let us see whether 
they will do so or not. No one, not even the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, has said 


He has askec 


ropriety of applying them at the places || 


| 


for new works entirely, and are, therefore, ac- | 
cording to every Senator who has spoken, prop- | 
erly within the jurisdiction of the Committee on 
Military Affairs. One of them is for a fortifica- 
tion for the defense of a city almost in the ocean, 
entirely exposed. We have been talking very 
largely about a war with Great Britain; several 
very important speeches have been made on that 
subject; but while we are talking of war, 1s It 
not proper to put ourselves in a condition to be 
prepared for it? It is absolutely necessary that 
we should be at work fortifying the position to 
which I allude, for it is, weg the most ex- 
posed point on the coast of the Tnited States. 

Under these circumstances, I can see no mis- 
chief that can result from our passing this bill 
now. If the House of Representatives choose 
to refuse to pass it, let them do so, but at any 
rate let us perform our duty. If there be some 
objection to including in this bill appropriations 
for old works, why not strike them out, and let 
the appropriations be made for new works? At 
any rate, what is the necessity for referring the 
bill again to the committee ? 


Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I would say, 


in reply to the Senator from California, [Mr. | 


Wet ter,] that I certainly meant no disrespect 
to the Senate when I supposed they must have 
referred, as we know is otten the case, without 
much reflection, matters to the Committee on 
Military Affairs which he himself will admit are 
| usually referred to another committee. 
that I supposed a departure from so old a practice 
must have been inadvertent, and | only presumed 


it would be proper to do what, within my knowl- | 

| edge, is very often done when such mistakes are || 
It is for the Senate to de- | 
If they think no mistake has | 
been committed, they will consider the billat once, | 


made—correct them. 
termine that point. 


They had a right to refer this matter to any com- 
mittee they chose. They could have referred it 


' they have the power. 
as a question of propriety. 

But, Mr. President, there is something more 
than amere rule involved in this. The old maxim, 
that ** equality is equity,” is as good here as it 
is everywhere else. 


and, if so, it would seem to be proper that they 
should all come in together. Soi 
old works. 
vote for an appropriation for a fortification in a 


\ | er place, if they believe equal justice has | 
carry on those works at Fort Pomt and Aleatraz | 


een, or will be, done over the whole country, 
than if they suppose there is to be partial or spe- 
cial legislation. For that reason, and because I 
could see no practical inconvenience that was 
| likely to arise—I do notsay itis not possible none 


the propriety of doing so. } D 
would it take the Committee on Military Affairs 
to prepare and report a bill containing the neces- 
sary epeneprentene for new fortifications? How 
long would that course delay my friend from 
Texas? I believe butashort time. If that were 
done, I have no doubt the bill would go through 


if we consider this policy by piece-meal, our legis- 


lation may be partial, ‘that no doubt has occa- | 
sioned some of the opposition to this bill. For | 


myself, as I said before, Lam willing to vote ap- 

propriations for this purpose. I only suggest 
| that they ought to be made in a different mode. 
Mr. RUSK. The coast of Virginia is now 


pay well fortified in comparison with others; | 
| but not a single dollar has been expended for the | 


| fortification of the coast of Texas, which is quite 
| as much exposed. That is the equal justice of 


‘| which the Senator speaks ! 
that these papeerevenens ought not to be made. | 
us to recommit the bill to the Com- || 


The PRESIDENT. The question is on re- 
committing the bill to the Committee on Military 


mittee on Military Affairs; and in order to recon- || Afiairs. Does the Senator from Virginia propose 
cile us to that course, he tells us that the House || to recommit it with instructions? 


of Representatives would delay this bill, and that 


Mr. HUNTER. My motion is to recommit 


LOBE. 








1 said | 


to the Committee on Patents, if they had chosen; | 
I have only presented it | 


have no doubt that the | 
fortifications spoken of by the Senator from Texas | 
are necessary, and I shall vote for them; but there | 
may be other new fortifications equally necessary; | 


Soin regard to the | 
Gentlemen are much more willing to 


can arise—from following the old rule, l suggested | 
Why, sir, how long | 


the Senate without opposition. Itis the fear that, || 
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desire to say that I find, in the estimates submitted 
from the War Department for new works, in ad- 
dition to those already included in this bill, one at 
New Bedford harbor, Massachusetts; another at 
Sandy Hook, New Jersey; and another at Ship 
Island, Mississippi. There are, therefore, three 
new works recommended hy the War Depart- 
ment which are not included in this bill. 
The question being taken by yeas and n 
resulted—yeas 28, nays 10; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Bright, Brodhead, But. 
ler, Clay, Collamer, Dodge, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Foot 
Foster, Geyer, Hale, Hamlin, Harian, Hunter, James’ 
Jones of Lowa, Pearce, Seward, Slidell, Sumner, Thom. 
son of New Jersey, Toombs, Trumbull, and Wade—og. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Houston, Jolinson, Jones of Ten- 
nessee, Mallory, Pugh, Reid, Rusk, Weller, and Yulee—j9 

So the bill was recommitted with the instruc. 
tions proposed by Mr. Hunter. 


CLAYTON-BULWER TREATY. 


The PRESIDENT. The unfinished business 
of yesterday is the motion to refer to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations the message of the 
President of the United States communicatine 
the letter of Lord John Russell in regard to the 
treaty of April 19, 1850. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I stated yes- 
terday, as the Senate is well aware, that the co 
orable Senator from Delaware [Mr. Craytox| 
desires to be heard on that subject; and I have a 
|| few words to say of it myself, which I prefer not 

to say until I can obtain a sight of the corre- 
spondence in relation to the violation of our neu- 
trality laws. I desire, therefore, to move that 
the subject be postponed until some day next 
week—I will name Thursday—and be made the 
| special order for that day. 
The motion was agreed to. 


NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 


| Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, on the motion 
| of the Senator from Florida, the Senate yesterday 

agreed that the bill reported by him from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, to amend the act 
entitled ‘* An act to promote the efficiency of the 
Navy,’’ should be made the special order for 
Wednesday of next week. 1 move to reconsider 
that vote; and, if it be reconsidered, I desire that 
the bill shall remain on the Calendar without being 
made the special order for any particular day. 
My reason for making the motion is, that the 
‘report of the committee in this case is a very long 
one—covering nearly fifty pages; and, from what 
I have seen of it, there are a great many facts not 
contained in it which it is absolutely necessary 
should be before the Senate prior to taking final 
action upon the subject. “I desire, myself, at the 
proper time, to introduce .a resolution which I 
will now read, merely for the information of the 
Senate: ' 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be, 
and he is hereby, requested to procure and lay before the 
Senate, the cause or causes specifically set forth by the 
members of the late naval board, for which the several offi- 
cers of the Navy who have complained or asked for redress 
from this body have been removed or otherwise disrated, 
to the end that the Senate may judge whether the action of 
the said board was in conformity with the act of February 
= 1855, entitled *‘ An act to promote the efficiency of the 

avy. 

My friend from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] some 
| time since offered a resolution, which was adopt- 
ed, calling upon the Secretary of the Navy for 
the report of the board. We have received his 
answer, in which he tells us that no report was 
/made by the board. It is very important, in one 
| view of the subject, that we should know whether 
any of the action of the board was outside of its 
| jurisdiction. 

Early in the session it was insisted by the 
friends of the board that they should not be 
attacked, on the ground that we had not the ne- 
cessary information, but that it would be fur- 


ays, 


Naval Affairs. That report has been made; and, 
from the slight examination which I have given 
to it, it seems to me that it gives us no informa- 

tion whatever on the main question which has 

| been argued for three or four weeks before the 


we should accomplish our object sooner by wait- || with instructions to report such new works of || Senate. I must insist, and I believe such is the 


ing for the general fortification appropriation bill. | 
How do we know that that bill will be presented | 
within any reasonable period? Why should we | 
wait for its presentation ? 

So far as the sppiperiotions for Texas which 
are contained in bill are concerned, they are | 


fortifications as the committee think necessary 
for the defense of the country. 

Mr. FESSENDEN,. On that motion I call for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I simply 


been really properly executed, or whether the 
|| 


| general view of the Senate, that before final action 
|| we shall have all the necessary information, to 
the end that we may know whether the law has 


/board have transcended their 
| point is very important for us, 


wers. 


_nished to us by the report of the Committee on * 


That 
fore deciding 








1850. 


whether or not to pass the bill reported by the || 


committee. . 3 

The bill of the committee and their pee seem 
to proceed on the sole idea that what is done must 
be afirmed, and must be considered as legal. That 
proposition I deny. It is one of very grave im- 
sortance. It involves important principles. We 
save heretofore relied on the committee. They 
have made a very voluminous report, or rather 
an argument to sustain the board, for it is not 
much of a report in any other respect. Now, I 
desire to obtain the necessary information before 
acting on the bill of the committee. I think it will 
not delay our final action to postpone the consid- 
eration of that bill until we shall have received 
the information which is necessary to enable us 
to form a proper judgment upon the subject-may 
ter. That bill will not be allowed to pass unt 
it shall have been sifted to the bottom, and thor- 
oughly examined. It cannot be allowed to be 
hurried through. We have already suffered a 
great deal from that course. We do not wish to 
actin the dark; I think we have had enough ef 
that. 

For these reasons I move to reconsider the 
yote by which the bill was made the special order 
for next Wednesday. I havea personal reason— 
the necessity of being absent from the city—on 
which, however, I do not choose to put this re- 
quest, when there are so many obvious public 
considerations calling for the course which I sug- 
gest. 

Mr. MALLORY. 
given for the reconsideration is, | understand, 
that there will not be time between this and next 
Wednesday to read the report submitted by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs and to get the inform- 


Mr. President, the reason | 


ation Which is sought for by the resolution which | 


has just been read. The report submitted by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs is printed, and 1 sup- 


pose it will be laid on our tables to-day. The hon- | 


orable Senator from Georgia is in possession of 
acopy of it, which 1 gave him a short time ago, 


and | suppose every Senator will have it in his | 


or to-day. It will require, perhaps, an 
sour and twenty minutes to read that report, and 
therefore there can surely be no necessity for de- 


laying beyond next Wednesday the consideration | 


of the bill on that ground. 
If, however, the ground be that the information 


sought for by the Senator from Georgia is neces- | 


sary, l can show that that is insufficient. If he 
expects to get an official report from the naval 
board, I can tell him there is none to be made. 
The report of the Committee on Naval Affairs 
states that each member of the board kept a mem- 


orandum of their grounds of action in every in- | 


dividual case; but they were not required by law 


to submit any report to the Department, and none 
was submitted. 


for their own private government, he can try that 
question at any time; and if the Senate will insist 
on having those notes, they can be obtained be- 
fore Wednesday next. 

Now, sir, I submit that the early consideration 
of the bill reported by the Committee on Naval 


Affairs is essential to the true interests of the | 


Navy. The committee desire to have the ques- 
tion settled Itis important that those officers 


If the Senator wants the inform- | 
ation from the officers themselves—if he wants | 
to bring into the Senate the notes which they kept | 


he has graciously allowed for its consideration. 
I desire to read what the committee have shown, 
so that I may know what information is neces- 
sary to be obtained from other sources. I want 
all the information that can be obtained, before 
there is definite action by the Senate. I think it 
is remarkable that the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs, after taking two months to 
preeens a report, and then presenting it only after 
eing pressed a good deal in some quarters, 
should wish to drive the Senate to the consider- 
ation of this extensive subject in seven days. 

Mr. MALLORY. So far from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs having taken two months to 
make a report, they have actually closed their 
labors before Senators have ceased to. present 
petitions from officers retired or dropped in con- 
sequence of the action of the late board. ‘Those 
petitions are being submitted daily. The Naval 
Committee did not wait for all of them to come 
in, but have presented their report before their 
———— has ceased. If there be not time 
vetween this and Wednesday next to consider the 
report, | should myself cheerfully move to post- 
pone its consideration beyond that day; but I cer- 
tainly think that a report which, as | have said, 
can be read in one hour and twenty minutes, can 
be fully considered by Wednesday next. If, how- 
ever, the Senate think otherwise,1 shall cheerfully 
submit. 

Mr. SEWARD. Iam sure I never knew the 
Senate to refuse to postpone the consideration of 
a special order on any ground of convenience as- 
signed by a gentleman who desired an opportunity 
to understand the subject. I think we lose ume 
by debating such a question, for I am sure the 
Senate will reconsider the vote. I trust we shall 
have the question. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to; and 
the bill was read a second time, and placed upon 


| the Calendar. 


| referring to another gentleman. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, on Monday 
last, when the honorable Senator from Tennessee 
{Mr. Jones] was addressing the Senate on the 
Kansas question, I interposed, and made a state- 
ment in regard to the profession of Mr. Hutch- 
inson, whom he named. I spoke from recollection 
at the moment, and-under confusion with regard 
to the name of the person of whom I did speak. 
I had scarcely left the Senate Chamber before I 
perceived that I had been in error in the statement 
which I made in regard to Mr. Hutchinson. The 
person of whom the Senator spoke was a gentle- 
man of that name of whom I had no knowledge, 
and with whom I had no acquaintance; but I was 
It appears, as 


| the honorable Senator said on that occasion, that 


there are two persons of the same name. 

I should not have troubled the Senate with this 
statement but for the fact, that I called on the 
honorable Senator from Tennessee, and made the 
same explanation to him; and, at my request, he 
has stricken out of his remarks all those passages 
which related to the controversy between us on 
that point; but that being the subject of some 


|| embarrassment to the honorable Senator, without 
an explanation here, I have risen in justice to 


who are afloat, with the advanced commissions | 


which they have received, should understand 

whether they are to retain them, or whether they 

are to go back to the old state of things. 

mit that the question is a very important one, and 
cannot see that any reason at 


next Wednesday. If any good reason can be 
given for the postponement, I shall cheerfully 
submit. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Has not the committee had 
two months to make a report? 
Senator offers the opponents of his policy seven 
days for its consideration? Does he regard that 
as a fair opportunity? 


_ Mr. MALLORY. 


1atever has yet || 
been stated why it should be postponed beyond |) 


And now the | 


I will ask the honorable | 


Senator from Georgia what points are to be in- | 


vestigated beyond those which I have mentioned? 
Is there any other information to be elucidated, 
which will throw light on the subject? 

Mr. TOOMBS. The Seustor ¢ 
report a short time since, and I do not think I 


nanded me the | 


have had the one hour and twenty minutes which | 


him to correct the misrepresentation. 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the 


| consideration of the bill (S. No. 118) yesterday 
I sub- || 


reported by him from the Committee on Finance, 
making appropriations for the payment of invalid 
and other pensions of the United States, for the 
year ending June 30, 1857, and for other pur- 


| poses. 


It provides for the appropriation of the follow- 
ing sums, for the payment of pensions for the 
year ending June 30, 1857: 

For invalid pensions under the various acts, 


$503,300. 


For revolutionary pensions under the acts of 
March 18, 1818, May 15, 1828, and June 7, 1832, 
$113,600. 

For pensions to widows under the acts of Feb- 
ruary 2, and July 29, 1848, and the second sec- 


| tion of the act of February 3, 1853, $460,000. 


For pensions to widows and orphans under the 
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act of July 21, 1848, and the first section of the | 


act of February 3, 1553, $204,000. 
For half-pay pensions to widows and orphans, 


519 
a aay ee doen ——— . 
payable through the offices of the Second Auditor 
and Third Auditor of the Treasury, under the 
acts of January 29, 1813, and April 16, 1816, 
$38,047 07. 

For invalid pensions under the act of April 23, 
1800, $30,000. 

For pensions to widows and orphans under the 
act of August 11, 1847, $110,000. 

It also proposes to repeal the provisions con- 
tained in the acts of May 15, 1828, June 7, 1832, 
and August 11, 1848, which make permanent 
and indefinite appropriations of money to pay the 
pensions therein granted. This repeal ts to take 
etiect from and after June 30, 1856; and hereafter 
annual estimates are to be submitted for appro- 
priations from year tu year to accomplish the 
objects of those acts, 

Mr. HUNTER. I will state that this bill is 
strictly according to estimate. ‘The only innova- 
tion is in changing permanent and indefinite ap- 
propriations into specific ones, at the request of 
the Department. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

AVENUES IN WASHINGTON. 

Mr. BROWN submitted the following resol 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia be instructed to inquire and report to the Senate, what 
jurisdiction the Congress of the United States has over the 
avenues of the city of Washington ; whether said avenues 
have been obstructed; and, if so, by whom ordered, and for 
what purpose ; and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

A message in writing, of an executive character, 
was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Wesster, his Secretary. 

On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness, and, aflersome time spent therein, the doors 
were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 27, 1856. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Henry C. Dean. 

‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
SPECIALCOMMITTEE ON PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

The Speaker appointed the following special 
committee, to which was referred the bill to pro- 
vide for railroad and telegraphic communication 
between the Atlantic States and the Pacific ocean, 
and for ether purposes, introduced in the House, 
on Thursday last, by Mr. Denver, viz: Messrs. 
James W. Denver, of California; James H. 
W oopwortu, of Illinois; Georee 8S. Houston, 
of Alabama; Ricuarp Morr, of Ohio; Danim. 
We tts, of Wisconsin; Zepexran Kipwett, of 
Virginia; Josnvua H. Jewerrt, of Kentucky; 
Awnprew Z. MeCarty, of New York; Lemvuen 
D. Evans,ot Texas; Enwin G. Reape, of North 
Carolina; Jonn M. Woon, of Maine; James. J. 
Linney, of Missouri; and Joun C. Kune , of 
Pennsylvania. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, reported a bill making ap- 
propriations for the current and contingent ex- 
penses of the Indian department, and for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, for 
the year ending June 30, 1857; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

COMMUNICATIONS REFERRED. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. lam directed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to ask that that com- 
mittee be relieved from action on some papers 
sent to it from the State Department, relative toa 
claim of Charles L. Denman, United States con- 


Prayer 


_ sul at Acapulco; and that the papers on the sub- 


ject be referred to the Committee on Claims. 
It was so ordered. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Iam also directed by the 
same committee to request that it be relieved from 
action on a communication sent to it from the 
State Department, transmitting a sealed packagt 
from Mr. Philip Geisse, United States consul at 
Nureimburg, and that the papers be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

It was so ordered. 
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BOOKS FOR TERRITORIES. 

Mr. BERNHISEL, by unanimous consent, 
introduced the two following resolutions; which 
were severally read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing for the purchase 
of books for the territorial libraries of Minnesota, Oregon, 
New Mexico, Utah, Washington, Kansas, and Nebraska, 
by appropriating $500 for each of said Territories, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior; 
and that said committee report by bill or otherwise. 

ARMS FOR NEW MEXICO AND UTAH. 


Resolved, That the Committee On the Militia be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing for the delivery 
at Santa Fé, in the Territory of New Mexico, and at Great 
Sait Lake City, in the Territory of Utah, of arms to which 
the said ‘Territories are entitied under the law of 1808, as 
ainended by the seventh section of * An act making appro- 
priations for the support of the Army, for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1856, and for other purposes ;”’ approved 
March 3, 1855; and that said committee report by bill or | 
otherwise. 


BILLS BEFORE COURT OF CLAIMS. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Wisconsin. I ask 


the unanimous consent of the House to introduce 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Court of Claims be requestéd to re- 
turn to this House the bill (H. R. No. 729) “to confirm 
to certain persons therein named their titles to certain lots 
in Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin,” together with the accom- 
panying papers, the said bill not being a claim under a con 
tract, or requiring an appropriation of money. 

Mr. ORR. I do not like to object to the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from Wisconsin. I sup- 

yone that, if the papers are improperly before the 

Court of Claims, they would send them back to 
the Clerk of this House without any resolution. 
I would like to have an explanation about the 
matter, 

Mr. HAVEN. If gentlemen will allow me to 
say one word, I may, perhaps, set themright. I 
have undertaken to see what condition these things 
were in when papers get before the Court of 
Claims. I will say to gentlemen that I have talked 
with the chief justice of that court, and he in- 
formed me that papers which have been referred | 
from this House there, and which may be desired | 
back by the House, or any of its members, on | 
behalf of the parties interested, would be delivered, | 
without any resolution of the House, on applica- 
tion of an individual member. That information | 
may save some gentlemen inconvenience. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. 1 want to ask the gen- 
tleman from New York, whether papers can be 
obtained by merely asking for them? 

Mr. HAVEN. So the chief justice informed | 
me. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. 
House is required ? 

Mr. HAVEN. It requires no action of the 
House; but an application by any member of the 
House on behalf of the parties interested. On 
such application papers will be returned. Such 
is my understanding from Judge Gilchrist. 

Mr. WASHBURNE,. Then I withdraw the 


resolution. 





And no action of the 


RAILROAD IRON DUTY. 


Mr. READY. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill, merely for the 
purpose of reference, to remit and refund the 
duty on imported railroad iron. 

Mr. GROW. I object, and call for the regular 
order of business. 

REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- | 
ness is the call of committees for reports. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Has the 
Committee on Commerce been called ? 

The SPEAKER. It was called yesterday. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I ask leave to take up 
a bill from the Speaker’s table, merely for the 
purpose of reference. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. ORR. The business on the Speaker’s 
table will be reached in an hour. 


INJURY TO REAL ESTATE IN WASHINGTON. 


Mr. BARBOUR. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary to report back the papers 
in the ease of Charles Wilkes and others, and to 
offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the petition of Charles Wilkes and others, 
owners of real estate on North Capitol street, for damages 
occasioned by excavations, &c., together with the accom- 
panying papers, be referred to the Court of Claims. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is that a recom- | 
mendation to refer to the Court of Claims? 
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| contract and noc 


| further. 
| Government as an individual—if a bill were filed || 


/ernment were such, then there is ee in 





The SPEAKER. Yes. 
Mr. JONES. Well, I hope that will not be 
done, because that will give to that court jurisdic- 
tion over it. Ido not want to give it that jurisdic- 
tion; for, in my opinion, these petitioners have no 
faim upon this Government for 

the grading of that street. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If the gentleman will allow 
me, I will make a suggestion. If there be no 
ground for this claim—no contract, no claim—and 
it be referred to that court, the court will simply 
report that there is no law authorizing it. 

Mr. JONES. The law expressly gives the 
Court of Claims jurisdiction of all subjects re- 
ferred to it by the House. The mere reference 
gives them jurisdiction. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Certainly; but the gen- 


| tleman will see by their report that there is no 


foundation for the claim. 

Mr. JONES. Then, sir, let us dispose of it 
here, and let the petitioners present their claim to 
the court as an original one. I think, from the 


| investigation which I[ have made of it, that there | 
| are no merits in it; and I do not wish—so far as 
| I am concerned—to give the Court of Claims 


jurisdiction of this case. 


Mr. HAVEN. 
If there is any par- 


of Claims, it ought to go there at once; and in 


any event, I do not think there is any impro- | 
But, if I understand the rule that | 


priety in it. 
court has laid down for itself upon questions of 
this kind, it goes to this extent, and no further: 
whatever matter is referred to that court, whether 
it relates to violation of contract, or to depart- 


mental decision, or to cases referred to it by either | 


House of Congress, whatever it is, when it comes 
to take cognizance of the matter and consider it, 
it simply looks into this question of the legal 
and equitable rights of the claimant; it determines 
whether, if the case were brought as an action at 


law against the United States as an individual, || 
the party could recover on strictly legal princi- | 
ples. If he could, they report in favor of the | 
| claimant. 


the Judiciary Committee in this ease determined | 
And, sir, the court goes || 


If not, they report against him. Has 


there is a legal claim? 
It inquires whether—considering the 


against it in a court of equity, relief would be || 


granted upon strictly equitable principles. If so, 
then the court reports in favor of the claimant. 
If not, it reports against him. If I understand 
this case, if we refer to the Court of Claims, they 
will simply examine it in reference to these ques- 


| tions, and it willcome back to us with their report 


that it does not come within either class of cases 
where a court of law or a court of equity could 
give relief; and the House will again have the 


matter to consider, if the claimant gets any relief, | 
I would submit, therefore, that cases like this had | 
| better not be sent to the Court of Claims unless 


there is some special reason for it. Unless they 
are embraced within the two classes of cases I 
have mentioned, it will do no good to send them 


there, and 1 would suggest that they had better ' 


notgo. If, however, on the contrary, gentlemen 
here really think that the claimant in this case has 


| aclaim which could be maintained, vither at law 


or in equity, as against an individual, if the Gov- 


referring it to the Court of Claims, although I am 
apprehensive that it will be found no such claim 
exists In this case. 

Mr. LETCHER. I desire to ask why this 
claimant cannot go directly to the Court of Claims 
without the necessity of any action whatever wpon 
the part of the House? If the case belongs there, 
the claimant can present his case directly to the 
Court of Claims; and if he has a good, substan- 
tial claim against the Government, that court will, 
as acourt of equity, render judgment in his favor, 
and report it to the House for the appropriation 
to be made. 


Mr. WAKEMAN. It seems to me that, if the 
House understood this case as it appears, prima 


| facie, by the ae presented, there would be 


no objection to the adoption of the report of the 
Committee on the Judiciary. It appears that the 
claimant owned property upon one of the streets 
in this city whick had been regulated and graded. 
The petitioner thereupon improved his property in 








I would like to hear from my | 
| friend from Indiana on my right [Mr. Barsovur] 
| in relation to this matter. 
ticular reason for this reference to the Court | 








February 27, 


the erection of valuable buildings, the worth of 

which was, as is alleged, very much depreciated 
by the subsequent cutting down and regradine 
of the street opposite these buildings. This re. 
grading of the street was done by the corporation 
under the authority of this Government, and. as 
is charged, to the very great damage of his pro 
erty; and for this injury the claimant prays that 
he may be indemnified: As soon as the matter 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
they examined the matter, and came to the con. 
clusion that it related solely to a matter of dam- 
ages, which should be investigated, and the test;- 
mony of witnesses taken. They thought that jt 
should be referred to some tribunal clothed with 
power to do this, and thus determine the extent f 
the damages incurred by the claimant. It appear. 
mg upon the face of the papers, prima facie, that 
damages have been sustained. If the Government 
has caused the damages, it should indemnify the 
claimant. They have therefore reported that the 
case be referred to the Court of Claims, who wil! 
take testimony as to the amount of damages sus- 
| tained, if damages have been sustained at all, and 
report the facts to the House. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I wish to inquire of the gentle- 
man from New York, whether or not the Com- 
|| mittee on the Judiciary have examined into this 
| contract? I recollect that, during the last Con- 
gress, similar memorials to this were referred to 
another committee of this House. They reported 
them back to the House with a recommendation 
that they be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, with instructions to inquire whether 
| there was any violation of contract or not. Now, 
I do not understand that the Committee on the 
Judiciary have inquired into the question of law 
in this case at all. I think they coals settle the 
legal question as to whether there was any viola- 
tion of contract before they report the matter to 
the House. - 

Mr. WAKEMAN. There is no contract in 
the case; it is a claim for damages founded upon 
a tort. 

Mr. CRAIGE. It seems to me that this ques- 
tion ought notto be referred to the Court of Claims, 
for the purpose of taking testimony; for the mere 
reference will, I understand, give them jurisdic- 
tion over the matter. 

Mr. WAKEMAN. The simple question to 
_be ascertained is, whether this party has been 

damnified by the improper action of the Govern- 
ment? Itis nota matter of contract. There is 
no allegation that any contract has been violated. 
It is an action of tort. It is a violation of the 
| rights of an individual by the Government in cut- 
| ting down the grade of this street, previously 
/ established. That is the question to be decided 
by the court. It is to take testimony and ascer- 
|| tain whether any damnification had taken place. 
|The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] 
says none has taken place. Well, sir, the court 
will examine as to the facts, and if, upon inves- 
| tigation, they find such to be the case, they will 
report against the claim. It is to ascertain this 
fact, to settle this question, that I think the mat- 
ter should be referred to the Court of Claims, and 
I hope it will be so referred. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to inquire of the 
Speaker, what will be the effect of the previous 
question upon this resolution? I simply want to 
terminate this debate. I move the previous ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The effect of the previous 
question will be to bring the House to a direct 
| vote upon the resolution. 
| The previous question was seconded; and the 

main question ondened to be put. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to lay the 
whole matter on the table; and ask for the yeas 

, and nays. 
| 
| 


as 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SIMMONS. [I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to make a remark of not ex- 
ceeding ten words. 

Mr. JONES. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. SIMMONS. This is a case, Mr. Speaker, 
where the law of New York, whatever it may be 
in other States, would give this mana remedy. 
|| Do not table it, but let him go ta the Court of 

Claims and have a hearing. We ought not to 
| decide the question without giving him a hear- 
| ing. 
| "The question wsa taken on the motion to lay 


| 
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on the table; and it was decided in the negative— || such State into the Union, reported the same 


yeas 56, nays 82; as follows: 
" ypAS — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Hendley 8. 


| back with an amendment. 


The bill and amendment were referred to the 


gennett, Boyee, Branch, Brooks, Cadwalader, Carlile, Wil- || Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


ynson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, 
H ‘yy Winter Davis, Day, Etheridge, Faulkner, Thomas 
; (). Fuller, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Thomas L. Harris, | 
Houston, George Ww. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Keitt, Kelly, 
jeter, Letcher, Mace, Samuel 8. Marshall, Smith Miller, 
Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Phelps, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, 
Rullin, Rust, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Stewart, Talbott, 
qpurston, Todd, Vail, Walker, Warner, Watkins, Wells, 
Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright 


— J. 

\ AYS—Messrs. Barbour, Bell, Henry Bennett, Benson, 
pillinghurst, Bingham, Bishop. »...-s, Bradshaw, Brenton, 
groom, Burlingame, James H. Cerapbell, Lewis D. Camp- 
peg, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Claw-on, Clingman, Colfax, 
mins, Covode, Cumback, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, 
purfee, Edie, Edmundson, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, 
Granger, Grow, Harrison, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knox, 
Lake, Lindley, Humphrey Marshall, Meacham, Millson, 
Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Norton, Parker, Pelton, Pen- 
nington, Pike, Porter, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Robbins, 
Roberts, Sabin, Sandidge, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spin- 
yer, Stranahan, Swope, Taylor, Thorington, Trafton, | 
Wakeman, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu || 
B, Washburne, Israel Washburn, Woodruff, and Wood- | 
worth—82. 


So the House refused to lay the resolution on | 
the table. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

HOMESTEAD BILL. 

Mr. GROW, from the Committee on Agricul- 
ture, reported a bill to grant a homestead of one 
Shee and sixty acres of the public land to 
actual settlers; which was read a first and second || 
by its title, referred to the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. . 

WITHDRAWAL OF A MEMORIAL. 
On motion by Mr. GREENWOOD, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House of the memorial of Professor Wor- 
cester, asking the action of Congress on the subject of edu- || 
cating the Indians of California. 

On motion by Mr. BENSON, it was | 


Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of the 








Rappahannock river Agricultural and Mechanical Society, || : 
| the Senate 


praying that Lieutenant Matthew F. Maury’s system of | 
meteorological observations be extended to the land for the | 
benefit of agriculture; and that it be referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Agriculture. 

JOHN S. PENDLETON. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of | 
John S. Pendleton; which was read a first and | 
second time by its title, referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


TREATY WITH GREAT BRITAIN OF 1846. 

Mr. PENNINGTON, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, reported a bill to provide for | 
carrying into effect the first article of the treaty 
between the United States and her Majesty the 
Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, of the 15th day of June, 1846; which 
was read a firstand second time by its title, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


THE CLAYTON-BULWER TREATY—CALLFOR 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


Mr. PENNINGTON. Iam instructed by the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs to report to the | 
House the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to the House so much of the correspondence between 
the Government of the United States and that of Great 
Britain, touching the Clayton-Bulwer convention, not here- | 
tofore communicated, as he shall deem not incompatible 
With the public interest. 

Mr. Speaker, I move that the resolution be 
adopted. The House is aware that the Senate 
have already requested the President to commu- | 
nicate the correspondence between the two Gov- 
ernments in regard to the violation of our neu- | 
trality laws. We need, therefore, only the cor- 
respondence called for by this resolution, to put 
the House and the country in possession of all the | 
correspondence throwing light on the present con- 
troversy between the two Governments. 

The resolution was adopted. 

STATE GOVERNMENT FOR OREGON. 

_ Mr. GROW, from the Committee on Territo- | 
ries, to which was referred a bill to enable the 

people of Oregon Territory to form a constitution |! 

and State government, and for the admission of || 





and ordered to be printed. 


KANSAS AND NEBRASKA. 


Mr. GROW also, from the same committee, 
to which had been referred petitions in respect to 
the late occurrences in Kansas, reported a bill to 
amend, and supplementary to, an act entitled **An 
act to organize the Territories of Nebraska and 
Kansas;’? which was read a firstand second time 
by its tide, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. GROW, also, from the same committee, 
by the instruction of a majority thereof, reported 


| a bill to annul certain acts of the Legislative As- 


sembly of the Territory of Kansas, and to secure 
to the citizens of said Territory their rights and 
orivileges; which was read a first and second time 
ry its title, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Territories hasyI think, some petitions 
to send up. 

Mr.GROW. There are some petitions which 
the committee propose to make a report upon, 
but they are not ready. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand the report 
which the gentleman has made was based upon 
those petitions. 

Mr. GROW. Ifthe gentleman wishes the peti- 


| tions upon which the report was made, I will 


send them up. 


The SPEAKER, having finished the call of 


| committees, announced that resolutions were in 


order from the State of Maine. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


Mr. ALLEN. Iask the unanimous consent 
of the House to withdraw certain papers from the 


| files of the House, in relation to the claim of 


Apollos Cooper, for the purpose of reference in 
I desire to say, in connection with 
this request, that part of the papers in this case 
have found their way into the House and part into 
the Senate. I wish to have them all presented to 
one body. 

Mr. HOUSTON. InthisconnectionI wish to 
have a point of practice settled. [had this morn- 
ing the same thing to do which the gentleman 
from L[linois now asks permission todo, I desire 
to know whether I have the right, under the rule, 
to withdraw papers from the files, and refer them 
to a committee? 

Mr. ALLEN. I am informed by the Clerk 
that there is no rule under which papers may be 
withdrawn, with a view to refer them to the 
Senate. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
it is competent, under the rules, for members to 
withdraw papers from the files of the House, for 
the purpose of reference to a committee of the 


| House. 


No objection being made, the order asked for 
by Mr. ALLEN was granted. 


ELECTIONS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. MEACHAM, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill to regulate elections in the District 
of Columbia; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia. 

REVISION OF RULES. 

Mr. PERRY. [offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, 'That a committee of five be appointed by the 
Speaker, to whom shall be referred the rules of the House, 
and who shall have leave to report at any time such 
amendment and revision of the same as they shal) think 
proper; and such report, when made, shall be considered 
by the House as a special order. 

Mr. STEPHENS. How did that resolution 


get in? 


The SPEAKER. Under the call of the States | 


for resolutions. 

Mr. STEPHENS. All motions to amend the 
rules lie over one day, | believe. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It is not a motion 
to amend the rules, but to appoint a committee 
to take charge of the subject of amendment of the 
rules. 


Mr. STEPHENS. 


I have no objection at all 
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| to the raising of a committee, but the part of the 


resolution authorizing the committee to report at 
any time certainly proposes to confer upon them 
a power which is not given to them under the 
rules of the House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 object to discussion, 
unless it is to be general, because I regard this as 
a very important resolution, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opimon 
that the resolution is in order. 

Mr. STEPHENS. [rise to a point of order, 
That portion of the resolution which authorizes 
this committee, when raised, to report at any 
time, does vary the rules of the House; and to 
that extent I raise a question of order upon the 
resolution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The resolution also proposes 

| to make the reporta special order, which can only 
be done by a suspension of the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the resolution to that extent is not strictly in order, 
under the rules. ] 

Mr.STEPHENS. Ifthe gentleman will modify 
it in that respect, | will not object to it. 

Mr.PERRY. I will modify the resolution, by 
striking out all that relates to making the report 
of the committee a special order. 

Mr.STEPHENS. Letthat partalso be stricken 
out which gives the committee power to report at 
| any time. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. While the gentlemen are 
modifying the resolution, | wish to suggest to the 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Srepnens] and the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Camppens.,} that they 
should add, in leu of those stricken out, the 
words: 


Provided, That notices to amend the rules may be given 
in the same manner in which notice of the introduction of 
bills are given. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That will be changing the 
rules, ; 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The reason why such an 
| amendment is necessary,arises from the fact that 
| an amendment of the rules was made by the last 
| Congress, upon my motion; which, under the 
construction of your predecessor, Mr. Speaker, 
took away the power to amend the rules, upon 
notice of motion for that purpose. It used to be 
the fashion for gentlemen, when the States were 
ealled for petitions, to give notice of motions to 
amend the rules and of the introduction of bills. 
The process of calling the States for petitions was 
stricken out upon my motion; and the Speaker 
held, under it, that no mode was provided for 
notices of motions to amend the rules. I desire 
| that notices of motions to amend the rules shall 
| stand upon the same footing with notices of mo- 

tions to introduce bills. Il presume there is no 
objection to that. s 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The present mode 
of giving notice of intention to ask leave to in- 
troduce bills amounts to no notice atall. If we 
acree to allow notices of motions to amend the 
| rules to be given in the same manner as notices 
of intention to ask for leave to introduce bills, we 
may as well strike out the rule; because, just be- 
fore the House adjourns, a gentleman may give 
such notice, and the next day he may come in, 
| and propose to introduce his bill, without any 

member being apprised of his intention. 
The resolution, as modified, was then read, as 
follows: 


Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the 
Speaker, to whom shall be referred the rules of the House, 
and who shall have leave to report at any time such amend- 
| ment and revision of the same as they shall think proper. 

Mr. STEPHENS. That modification does 
not obviate the objection made to the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that, inas- 
much as the resolution gives to the committee 
leave to report at any time, it conflicts with the 
rules of the House. 

Mr. PERRY. I will modify the resoiution, so 
as to leave out the part referred to by the Speaker. 

Mr. BOYCE. I prefer that the resolution 
should not be adopted. The rules are sufficiently 
complicated now, and if we make any more 
changes in them, we never will know what they 
are. 
Mr. PERRY. I demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put; and, being 


i| put, the resolution was agreed to. 
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WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion by Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, 


it was 

Ordered, That lerve be given to withdraw from the files 
of the House the papers in the case of Ephraim Hunt, for 
the purpose of sending them to the Senate. 

KANSAS LEGISLATION. 

Mr. DUNN. I wish to make a motion to re- 
consider an order of the House. 
ago there was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union a bill reported 
from the Committee on Territories, annulling, or 
woviding for the annulling, of certain territorial 
et as they are called. LIcall the attention of 
the chairman of that committee to the fact that 
his bill overleaps a primary and very important 
question. 


Mr. BENSON, (interrupting.) IT wouldinquire | 


whether the morning hour has not expired ? 

The SPEAKER. 
utes ago. 

Mr. DUNN. Then I desire my motion to 
reconsider the vote referring the bill indicated 
to be entered, if l am not now allowed to dispose 
of the subject. 

Mr. GROW. 


A few minutes | 


It has expired sixteen min- | 


I hope the gentleman from | 


Indiana will allow me to state that the Committee | 
on Territories have his bill under consideration, | 


which contains the various subjects now under 
examination by that committee, and they will 


be ready to dispose of it probably at their next | 


meeting. 

Mr. DUNN. 
sylvania misunderstands me. The bill he proposes 
to report will not remove the present difficulty. 
] wish to state a simple fact, further: that is, the 


I think the gentleman from Penn- | 


gentleman will, onexamination, probably find that | 


the bill he has introduced this morning isa virtual | 


recognition by his committee of the validity of 
the Kansas Legislature; and yet we are asked in 
other quarters to repudiate that Legislature alto- 
gether. [am unwilling to make any such con- 
cession as this bill involves upon that point, until 
the difficulties which | suggested some days ago 
are settled, 
the absurdity of repudiating that Legislature for 
one purpose, and recognizing it for another. It 


was cithera aa we Legislature to make laws, | 
‘rom the examination then and | 


or it was not. 


Ido not choose to be involved in’ 


since made, of matters already before us in a | 


legitimate way, my mind inclines strongly to the 
conclusion that by its own acts, if not those of 
Governor Reeder, its functions were destroyed 
before any of these acts were passed. It will be 


seen, I think, on examination of the act organ- | 


izing the territorial government itself, if gentle- | 


men will take the trouble to investigate the subject, 
that the removal from the place designated by 


law for the holding of that Legislative Assembly | 


to another place unknown to the law, was an end 


of all legislative power in the Territory. If gentle- | 


men will take the trouble to examine that point, 
they wall wait at least until we have some further 


explanation on the subject before bills are re- | 


ported here virtually recognizing the validity of 
that Legislature. ‘Toavoid, therefore, allawkward 
and embarrassing positions, | hope the motion 
referring the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union will be reconsidered, 
and that the bill may go back to the Committee 
on the Territories, or to the Judiciary, to settle 
the question, first, whether these acts emanate 
from a body competent to pass laws. 
THE NATIONAL DEFENSES. 

Mr. ORR. Has the morning hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER. Yes. 

Mr.ORR. Then I move that the House do now 
proceed to the business on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
rules of the House be suspended, and that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, with a view to 
take up the annual message; and I willstate that, 
on to-morrow, | will make a motion to go into 
committee to take - the deficiency bill, in order 


that it may be acted upon promptly, and sent to 
the Senate. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the 
gentleman from Ohio will give way for one mo- 


ment, that the House may Freese to the business | 


on the Speakér’s table. 
taken up and referred. 

The SPEAKER. Does the geutleman from 
Ohio withdraw his motion? 


desire to have a bill 
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Mr. CAMPBELL. I do not. 

Mr. ORR. 
tleman from Ohio what particular matter he pro- 
poses to call up in the committee. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The annual message to- | 
day, and the deficiency bill to-morrow. 

Mr. ORR. Does the gentleman propose to 
distribute the message to-day ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Perhaps so. I intend to 
offer the usual resolution. 

Mr. ORR. I was in hopes, Mr. Speaker, that | 
the gentleman would have allowed the matter 
which was before the House yesterday to have 
been disposed of before he would have made the 
motion to go into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. The gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. Quitman] obtained the floor 
yesterday, and desires to be heard this morning. | 
Representing the Committee on Military Affairs, 
I think it is a courtesy which is due to him. I 
hope, therefore, that the gentleman from Ohio 
will waive his motion, at least until this other 
question is disposed of. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Does the gentleman from 
Mississippi desire particularly to be heard this 


GLOBE. 





morning ? i 


Mr. QUITMAN. YJ desire to speak as to the 
reference of the message. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Then, Mr. Speaker, as it 
probably is due tothe gentleman from Mississippi 
that he should be heard on that proposition, I 
will withdraw my motion; but I hope the House 
will at some very early period go into committee, 
so that we may proceed with the regular business. 
The SPEAKER announced the pending ques- 
tion to be upon Mr. Quirman’s motion to refer 
the message of the President received yesterday | 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. QUITMAN. 
condition of the question, it now stands upon the 
motion of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. H. 
Marsuatt,] to refer the message with the accom- 


panying documents to the Committee of the Whole |) 


on the state of the Union. That I believe isa | 
motion which takes precedence of the motion to | 
refer to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not yesterday | 
understand the gentleman from Kentucky to make 
the motion torefer to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. He, however, under- 
stands that the motion is entered on the Journal, | 


/and will consider it as having been made. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. I made the suggestion, 
which I supposed amounted to a motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will consider the 
motion as having been made, and as the motion 
immediately before the House. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I have but little to say on | 
this subject, for I believe that the House is already 
prepared to come to a favorable determination of 
the matter, and will therefore briefly present the | 


| they may be American inventions. 
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Se 


| munitions of war in our armories and arsenals. 
I do not understand from the gen- || yet that the policy heretofore adopted in the prey, 


_ aration of arms and munitions is found too crad- 


ual and slow to keep pace with the recent jm. 
provements which have been made in arms and 
the kind of ammunition required in their use; and 
therefore, to secure an additional degree of effi. 
ciency, he recommends some more vigorous and 
active measures than the gradual and slow move. 
ments towards these objects which the existine 
force in our armories, and the means heretofor. 
employed, will permit. In this he has done wha, 
it was his duty to do—what might, even with pro- 
priety, have been done heretofore, even in pro- 
found peace and without anticipation of War 
Every man in this House knows that in our day. 
with the rapid improvement that is going on jy, 
the making of fire-arms, and the adaptation of 
ammunition and loading process to these new jy. 
ventions, some more than ordinary movement is 
necessary to keep pace with them im our military 
preparations. : 

We may learn a lesson from Europe on this 
subject. The nations at war there, notwithstand. 
ing their old military prejudices, are not slow to 
avail themselves of these improvements, thouch 
They are 
compelled to abandon the old ne against 
that peculiar American weapon—the rifle. The 


| old-style musket has to a great extent been thrown 


aside, and the improved rifle, or grooved gun, 
long known to our hunters, has , adopted 
as the most efficient weapon of warfare. Our 
yeople have not only excelled all others in its use, 
yut the inventive genius of Americans has car- 
ried it to its greatest state of improvement. 

By transmitting and recommending the sugges- 


_tions of the Seerctary of War, the President in- 


If | understand the present | 


| I give no opinion as to that. 


points to which I desired to direct the attention || 


of members. 
I did not make the motion to refer this mes- | 


| sage to the Committee on Military Affairs for any | 


it is the proper and appropriate committee to take 


| issue, I will read the President’s message, which, 


ately to the Committee on Military Affairs. The | 
subjects which gave rise to this message come 
from the War Department. The Secretary, in the 
discharge of his supervisory duties, has thought | 
fit to report to the President that, although the | 


reason personal to myself as a member of that 
committee; but because I believed, and now think 
a majority of the House will concur with me, that 


charge of the subject. For the purpose of draw- 
ing the attention of the House to the points in 


with the accompanying letter of the Secretary of | 
War, it is proposed to refer; it is in these words: 


To the House of Representatives : 

I herewith transmit, and recommend to the favorable con- 
sideration of Congress, a communication from the Secretary 
of War, asking a special appropriation of $3,000,009 to pre- 
pare armaments and ammunition for the fortifications, to 
increase the supply of improved small-arms, and to apply 
recent improvements to arms of old patterns belonging to 
the United States and the several States. . 

FRANKLIN PIERCE, 

Wasnuineton, February 26, 1856. 


Here an appropriation is asked for three pur- 
poses, each and every one of which, no member 
of this House will deny, relates to subjects the 


forms us that the estimates heretofore made did 
not cover the expenditures necessary for this 
accelerated preparation now recommended; and, 
therefore, if Congress shall concur in the sugges- 
tions of the Secretary, he desires the necessary 
appropriation to carry out these changes and 
improvements. The amount required may ap: 
pear large; but it should be remembered that, 
with even a slight change in the arm, an entire 
new supply, not only of ammunition adapted to 
it, but accouterments for its use, will be required. 
Tt will be time 
enough when we shall conclude that the sugges- 
tion be adopted. 

The suggestions of the Secretary of War, then, 
are, in substance, that a more active policy than 
that heretofore acted on be adopted in bringing 
into use the recent improvements made in fire- 
arms and munitions of war; that the force of 
artisans now employed in their manufacture be 
increased; and that a full supply of armaments 


|| for fortifications, ammunition, accouterments, and 


military supplies adapted to their use be provided. 
These are all proper subjects of inquiry for the 
Committee on Military Affairs. It strikes me 
that these suggestions are, at all times, proper for 
the consideration of Congress. Because we are 
at peace, should we not improve our military ser- 
vice? Does the message recommending these 
suggestions necessarily imply that the Executive 
anticipated a state of war? Yet the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. H. Marsnatt,] on yester- 
day, undertook to pronounce this a war message. 
He seemed to think that it boded impending war 
with England. Now, it seems to me that he is 


| unnecessarily alarmed at a recommendation that 


| we should more rapidly than heretofore avail 


ourselves of the improvements in the art of war, 
especially when these inventions have originated 


| in the genius of our own people. Is it a cause of 


consideration of which belongs most appropri- || 


| country is in the ordinary state of preparation for | 


its defense, with the usual supply of arms and | 


alarm that we should endeavor not to be behind 
other nations in applying to our military service 
inventions which have sprung from American in- 
tellect? Sir, I see in this message, or the accom- 
panying letter of the Secretary of War, no allusion 
to our relations with other Powers. Neither of 
these documents breathe a hint that such a state 
of things is likely to occur. Yet the honorable 
gentleman from Kentueky pronounces it a wart 
message, and therefore desires to send it to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

I know no more of the sentiments of the Ad- 
ministration on this subject than may be collected 
from the public sources which are accessible to 
the gentleman from Kentucky, but, in my opin- 
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jon, we Shall have no war, unless England and 
France, in the expectation of the pacification of 
Europe, are bent upon interference with Ameri- 
can ailairs. When they do so, my voice, and I 
trust that of the whole country, will be for war. 
Such interference, however, by arms, I do not 
expect to see, inasmuch as it would indicate an 
enure change of policy. The failure of that am- 
bitious Power, Great 


ose in the war with Mexico, are significant 
events, and lead my mind to the conclusion that, 
whatever may have been her former designs, she 
had determined not to pursue her schemes of con- 
quest or acquisition in America, at the hazard of 
a'war with the United States, but rather to turn 
her efforts for national aggrandizement to other 
arts of the world. She may, by diplomacy, by 
intrigue with our neighbors, and by fomenting 
dissensions among ourselves fatal to the harmony 
and repose of these States, attempt to cripple us, 
whom she regards as a great rival Power; but she 
will scarcely venture to provoke actual hostilities 
with the United States. There are ties which 
restrain her with all her pride, and which she can- 
not sever without producing political and social 
convulsion among her own people. Not only do 
many of her subjects sympathize with our liberal 
justitutions, but it is estimated that near three 
millions of her citizens are dependent for occu- 
pation and bread upoit the cotton with which we 
supply her. : 
youd Power fears to measure arms with us, but 
Dritish statesmen know full well, that were once 
the military energies of this great people aroused, 
we would exhibit a power in war rarely equaled. 
They have not forgotten the war of 1812; nor 
have they failed to deduce lessons of wisdom from 


the extraordinary successes of our arms in the | 


more recent war with Mexico. Inasmuch, then, 
as Ido not believe that war between our own 
country and England will ever arise out of mere 
diplomatic misunderstandings, and can only grow 
out of a change of her policy in regard to the ex- 
tension of her dominion on this continent, I shall 


notexpeect it until such change is further indi- | 


cated. To return to the subject of discussion. 
If this message, under the view of it taken by 
the gentleman from Kentucky, should be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, will it not go forth to the country as 
the opinion of this House that it was intended 


by the President as a war message, and thus not | 


only tend to embarrass our negotiations with 
England, but be also productive of immediate and 


serious injury at home; and all this out of the | 


imaginings of gentlemen that a recommendation 
to add to our defenses and adopt better arms than 
those in use amounts to adeclaration of war? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I would inquire 
of the gentleman from Mississippi whether he can 
inform the House of the occasion rendering this 
recommendation proper? W hat has occurred since 
the regular annuai estimates were laid upon our 
desks, at the opening of the session, to make ne- 
cessary an additional estimate of $3,000,000, un- 
less circumstances have transpired which look to 
war? Why the necessity of this extraordinary 
estimate, if there is not something of war con- 
nected with it? 

Mr.QUITMAN. The question is very readily 
answered. Something has occurred, and is oc- 
curring every day, in this progressive world. 
Improvements in fire-arms are being made from 


day today. There never was a period within | 


fifty years in which improvements in arts have 
so rapidly advanced as now. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would inquire whether 
the Secretary of War is not now authorized to 
adopt new improvements, and whether he does 
not adopt them without special direction of the 
House ? 

Mr. QUITMAN. I will reply, frankly, that I 
believe the Secretary is so siehexishin but he 
informs you in his letter that he has come to the 
conclusion these changes should be more rapidly 
made than heretofore. ‘There must be a point of 
ume for arriving at such conclusion. In this in- 
stance it may have been suggested by the possi- 

ility, even remote, of war. 

The Secretary states that it was not taken into 
consideration in making the annual estimates. It 


is, therefore, inferable that the policy suggested in | 


the letter arose in his mind subsequently. It was 
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sritain, to resort to force | 
oy the annexation of Texas, her failure to inter- | 


I will not say that that great and | 





'| natural that it should do so whenevera distant pos- 
| sibility of difficulty with any foreign Power arose. 
There is no special reason assigned in the message. 
Had the President desired this appropriation in 
consequence of serious apprehensions of a war, 
I believe he would have so stated, as I think it 
would have been his duty to have done. The 
gentleman from Ohio knows—as every member 
of this House knows—that both the British and 
American papers commented freely upon the 

| possibility of some disturbance of our peaceful 
relations with Great Britain, in consequence of 

| the reported interruption of friendly relations be- 
tween the British Minister and Mr. Buchanan. 
Without regarding the issue of war as at all 
probable, I myself, as a member of the Military 
Committee, had determined to inquire into the 
state of our defenses. Some anxiety on this 
subject must have arisen in the mind of every 
person, however indirectly concerned in them. 
It was not that war was even probable, but barely 
possible. The very prospect of the pacification 
of Europe, while the two great Powers, England 
and France, were in arms, sending their strong 
fleets to the West Indies, furnish abundant cause 
| for us to be looking to our military defenses. We 
know that it has even been officially intimated 
that they might be disposed to extend their arro- 


CBs. 


| gant superintengence over the affairs of America. | 


n all this it seems to me there is sufficient cause 
for the Executive to propose a more rapid ad- 
vance than is otherwise usual in preparing our 
military defenses, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If the gentleman from 
Mississippi will permit me, I will say that there 
are always, and at all times, possibilities of war. 
The point to which I wish to direct his attention 
is this: is there any stronger probability now, 
of which he is informed, of a war between this 
country and Great Britain, or any other country, 
than there was at the time when the annual esti- 
mates were laid upon our tables? Itis important 
that we should be informed upon this subject— 
that we should know what has occurred within 
the last ninety days to render it necessary and 
proper that $3,000,000 should be appropriated 
for the purchase of arms. Now, if he knows of 
| any probability—I admit that there is alwaysa 
possibility—of war, let him inform us. 

Mr. QUITMAN. Ihave never been in the 
habit of making any nice distinctions between the 
different grades of probabilities. I will say to 
the gentleman from Ohio, that probably there isa 
little increased possibility, ide little more like- 
lihood of a war, at least if we are to depend on 
common rumor. What the views of the Admin- 
istration are, | am not informed, nor do I feel 
authorized to speak in relation tothem. But, sir, 
this message, and the purposes for which it has 
been presented, strike me as so natural, that as a 


Committee on Military Affairs, I should have felt 


sented this document, to rise in my place and 
present similar suggestions. Reasoning thus upon 
| the matter, | have expressed my views, and leave 
| to the gentleman himself, and to other members 
of this House, to determine for themselves 
whether there is an increased possibility—or I 
may say probability—of war, originating from the 
circumstances which have reached our ear from 
common rumor. I, myself, at the same time, 
judging from what has appeared to be the policy 
of England for the last few years, do not believe 
that she is disposed to provoke a war with the 
United States. But one of the means to prevent 


ness to meet such exigency. 

Denying, then, that there is anything in this 
message which should alarm even the most timid, 
I would have supposed the honorable gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. H. Marsnatu] to be the 
last man in the House to have any fears, or to 
have been disturbed by a mere a plication to the 
House for an appropriation for the purposes set 
forth in it. It is submitted to the sense of the 
House, whether such an appropriation should be 
made, or what amount should be supplied for 
| those purposes. 


this subject should be sent to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
| the contrary, I believe such a reference would 
|| produce an unnecessary alarm, which | am sure 





member of this House, and not chairman of the | 


hostilities is to put ourselves in a state of readi- | 


It is not necessary, then, in my opinion, that 


On | 


/to which it should go. 


| express any opinion atall on its merits. 


the honorable gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
H. Marsnaut,] whom I have been accustomed to 
regard as not nervous, but rather possessing the 
stern spirit of a warrior, would not be willing te 
encourage. Yet, if this House should adopt his 
reference, for the reasons he offers, such would be 
the effect of this unoffending message. I hope, 
therefore, it will be sent to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, because the matter presented to 
this House by the President—the questions of the 
ropriety of effecting a more rapid change in the 
kind of arms now in use, the supply of additional 
munitions, ammunition, and accouterments, the 
increase of the force at our armories and arsenals, 
and the kind of changesto be made in our arms— 
belongs most properly to that committee. 

Having thus, Mr. Speaker, attempted to show 
that the subject-matter of this message should not 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, and the propriety of 
referring it to the Military Committee, I will 
briefly state the reasons why, in my opinion, it 
should not go to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. ‘That committee, if I understand its 
functions aright, is constituted to determine upon 
the reasonableness of estimates and proposed 
expenditures made under existing laws, and upon 
the ability of the Treasury to meet them. Their 
functions do not extend to new plans, changes, or 
improvements in any but the financial Depart- 
ment of the Government. Were their duties as ex- 
tensive as is contended by some gentlemen, every 
subject which requires an expenditure of money, 
constituting nearly all the legislation of Congress, 
would devolve on that committee. Scarcely a 
resolution, a proposition, or a bill is presented 
which does not contemplate some expenditure . 
Every matter of that character, whether affecting 
the naval or military service, the post office and 
post roads, the public lands, railroads, or pen- 
sions, would, according to this construction, be 
thrown on that committee. It would almost be 
unnecessary to have any other standing committee. 


| The very proposition to refer this matter to that 


committee has led to along debate, in which it 
plainly appears that, under the ideas of the ex- 
tensive powers or duties of that committee, irrele- 
vant subjects have been committed to them, upon 
which, when inquired into, they could not act, 
I am not familiar with the history of that com- 
mittee in times past, and do not feel disposed, if 
I had the information, to look back, as some of 
my friends are disposed to do, with too much 
veneration to past precedents, or to dwell too long 
upon that which has been left behind us in our 
career of progress. I belong to that class of men 
who look forward rather than backward. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I have no wish but 
that this matter shall cs referred to the proper 
committee;and have only claimed its reference to 
the committee of which | am chairman because I 


| believed it the proper place for its consideration. 
it my duty, if the Secretary of War had not pre- || 


Mr. STEPHENS. I think the House has 


| spent sufficient time in the contest between the 


Committee of Ways and Means and the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. The objects embraced 
in the message are certainly military, or at least 
relate to military affairs. I believe, therefore, that 
the Military Committee should take the message 
and report to the House on the subject. If it be 
a war message, that, of course, 1s the committee 
I do not undertake to 
say whether it is a war message or not, nor do I 
I myself 
prefer that the Military Committee should take 
the matter and report to the House; and, believing 
that we have consumed time enough on the subject, 
and that the Committee on Military Affairs is 
the appropriate committee, | call for the previous 
uestion. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I ask the gentleman from 
Georgia to withdraw the call for the previous 
question. 

Mr. STEPHENS. My object in moving the 
previous question was to come to a vote; but I 
withdraw the call. 

Mr. FAULKNER. It is very natural, Mr. 
Speaker, that the House should exhibit some 
impatience at so protracted a discussion upon the 
mere inquiry as to which of its committees this 
special message of the President should be re- 
ferred. And yet, notwithstanding the extent to 
which your patience has been tested, | trust from 
my past and present relations to the Committee 
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on Military Affairs, and from the fact that I rep- 
resent one of the only two national armories in 
the country, | shall be pardoned for occupying 
your attention a few moments longer upon the 
question now under consideration. [do not, sir, 
look upon the message of the President, as the 
perth man from Kentucky {Mr. H. MarsHa]} 

ems to do, as sent to us in the present antici- 
pation of war. I regard it rather in the light of 
a reversal of the past unwise policy of the Gov- 
ernment upon the subject of our national armo- 
ries and the manufacture of arms. T have believed 
that the operations of our armories for the last 
four years have been too limited; in other words, 
[ believe that they have not been stretched to 
that full measure of production which sound 
wliey and the interests of the country require. I 
ook upon this message as a concession of the 
wisdom of its former policy. It was, I think, in 
1851, that the Secretary of War recommended a 
large reduction of the annual appropriation for 
the manufacture of arms. This recommendation 
was made in opposition to the able and unan- 
views of the chief of the ordnance 
bureau. It has been persisted in to the present 
moment. Sinee 1851 the armories have not man- 
ufactured one half the arms which they are capa- 
bie of turning out. As to the armory in my 
district, it has been comparatively idle for the 
lasttwelve months, although that is to be ascribed, 
in a great measure, to the suspension of works 
consequent upon the rejection of the old musket 


swerable 


and the preparation of the necessary models and | 


machinery for the improved guns. [infer from 
the communication of the Secretary of War ac- 
companying the President’s message, that he has 
reached the conclusion, that full employment 
should now be given to the utmost capacity of 
production of our national workshops. 

It is no doubt known to the House that the 
Government has discontinued the manufacture of 
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the old musket, and has substituted in its place | 


the rifled musket with the Maynard lock. These 
last are so incomparably superior to the old fire- 
arms, in range and aceuracy, in facility and 


quickness of fire, that no Secretary of War would | 


dare to place any other in the hands of our troops 
going into battle. We have now in our national 
arsenals some five or six hundred thousand of 
these imperfect and inefficient arms, worthless, for 
all the purposes of war, in their present condition, 
but capable, by an expenditure of four dollars on 
each gun, of being made equal to the best Minié 
rifle. Sooner or later this alteration of the musket 
must be made. If you take no step beyond the 
existing law, that process will go on slowly 
gradually each year.” The Secretary of War and 


thinks, as the change has to be made, it is more |} 


economical and better to have it done promptly 
and upon a large seale. This is a question for 
the committee to inquire into. The committee 
may differ from his views. They may think the 
slow and gradual process the better. They may 


think he asks too large an appropriation for that | 
and the supply of armaments and munitions of | 
Be it so; they are | 
views submitted to the consideration of Congress, || 


war for our fortifications. 


proper to go to some committee; and the inquiry 


now is, which is the appropriate committee? | 


Upon this point it is difficult to see how there 
should be ground for any difference of opinion. 
W hat is the duty of the Committee on Mititary 
Atfairs? As prescribed by your rules, it is to 


take into consideration all matters relating to the | 


military establishment and to the public defense. 
What are the recommendations of the special 
message? Are they not matters omshanbvely re- 
lating to the military establishment and to the 
public defense? Are they not to supply your forti- 
fications with ammunition and your soldiers with 
improved guns? What other committee could 
possibly, with any propriety, be charged with 
the inquiry? To a certain extent, the gendeman 
from Alabama [Mr. Houston] and the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] concede this, 
but they say, inasmuch as an appropriation is 
asked for to carry out this military*policy, the 
reference should be to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, or at least so divided as to refer all 
that part relating to the public defense to the 
Committee on Military Alfairs, and the appro- 
priauion asked for to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, I cannot see the force of this view. 











I do not well see how you can separate the con- || expression to my own individual opinions. 


clusion as to the policy of carrying out the Pres- 
ident’s recommendations, from the sum deemed 
necessary for that purpose. Surely that com- 
mittee, which, after much labor and investigation 
determines the propriety of any measure of policy, 
is as competent to recommend the amount proper 
to carry out that policy as any other committee. 
What magic is there in this Committee of Ways 
and Means, that its approbation should become 
essential to every law appropriating money? By 
the very law of its creation, it has no power to 
embrace in any general appropriation bill any 
item not provided for by some existing law. It 
is not designed, then, to originate new measures 
of policy, but to provide for the preéxisting lia- 
bilities of the Government. The uniform prac- 
tice of the House, so far as I have observed it, is 
in opposition to the idea that all bills —— 
ating money should originate with the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. When the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions ascertains that an old soldier 
is entitled to his pension, does it simply report 
that fact, and apply to the Committee of Ways 


aml Means to make the appropriation? We | 


know the contrary. When the Committee on 


Naval Affairs was charged with an inquiry into | 
the propriety of constructing the six steam frig- | 


ates, did it merely report upon the policy of that 


a = é . . . 
addition to our Navy, or did it not bring ina bill | 


for the 2 ame a of $3,000,000 for that pur- 
pose? When the expediency of constructing a 


military road is referred to the Committee on || 


Military Affairs, does it simply express its opin- 
ion as to the propriety of constructing such a 


road, or does it not appropriate the amount neces- | 


sary to its construction? 


/and wise practice; for, presuming that all the 


examines a measure in allits minutiz and details 
is the best qualified to judge the amount proper 
and necessary to carry it into effect. 

Mr. Speaker, as I have before remarked, I see 
nothing in this special message of the President 
| which justifies the idea that it has been sent to 
us in any immediate prospect of war. To con- 
template war as a contingency which may at any 
time occur, and to be prepared for such contin- 
gency, is the duty of every wise and prudent na- 
_tion. If war is in the contemplation of the Exec- 
| utive, this certainly is preparing for it, with such 

an antagonist as Great Britain, upon a very 
| diminutive scale. It would be like attempting to 
storm Gibraltar with a pocket pistol. 


from Kentucky, [Mr. H. Marsnatt,] with the fact 
betore him in the communication of the Secretary 
of War, that we were now abundantly supplied 
with men for all the present or prospective neces- 
| sities of the country. The whole army is now 
required on our western and southern frontiers, 
to repress and subdue Indian hostilities. We 


nor, in the present condition of Indian hostil- 
ities, could any more be spared than those sta- 
tioned there at this time. Does the gentleman 
from Kentucky, then, for a moment suppose that 
the minds of the President or Secretary of War 
could in that document have dwelt on the idea of 
/a war with England, and in that paper declare 
that we have at this time an abundance of troops 
for all the purposes required? This itself ought 
to be sufficient to satisfy that gentleman that he 
| sounded a most unfounded note of alarm when 

he threw out the idea that the purposes of war 
were concealed in this message. | apprehend, sir, 
that when this Administration shall determine 





will not send you a war message in disguise. In- 
direction is not the habit of this Administration. 
It will, as it has always heretofore done, speak 
boldly and fearlessly to the American people. 
My word for it, President Pierce will never send 
you a war message under the disguise of such 
recommendations as appear in this special com- 
munication, 

As my friend from Mississippi, [Mr. Quirman,] 
who preceded me, expressed his opinion upon 


| this country, I will say a word or two on 


i cannot see the value of this division of labor. || that subject. I speak for myself alone—I give 


- 


have literally no force at all on our Atlantic coast, | 


We know this to be | 
a : :s | 
the uniform practice of the House, and it isa safe | 


committees are equal in general intelligence and | 
character, unquestionably that committee which | 


And more | 
especially am I unable to see how such an im- | 
pression could have been made upon the gentleman | 





to recommend war against any foreign Power, it | 


the probabilities of a war between England and | 
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Lean 


| see no sufficient cause for a war between Ene. 


cultivate peace with all nations, and I have not 
’ 


land and the United States. What I mean to say 
is, that there is no question now pending between 
the two countries that wise and judicious nego. 
tiation, conducted in a fair and temperate spirit 
may not bring to an amicable termination. A pq 
if any war should grow out of the causes of diff. 
culty now the subject of negotiation between the 
two nations, it can only, in my judgment, resy)t 
from the most bungling diplomacy. I belieye 
that the President has a most sincere desire to 


myself, the slightest apprehension that the pend. 


ing questions will lead to a war with England, 
Mr. H. MARSHALL. [am much indisposed 
—too much so to be here—but I wish to speak 
in reply to the gentlemen of the Committee op 
Military Affairs, whose remarks place me in a 
false position, and seem to arraign me for an 
attempt to alarm the country without an occasion 
for it. I will not contend for the floor with the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Caruire,} but | 


' shall'be content to make my reply to those gen. 








tlemen before this reference is finally disposed of; 
yet, if the gentleman from Virginia will yield to 
me, I can now say all I have to say in a few 
moments, 

The honorable chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, [Mr. Quirman,] and the ex. 


| chairman (now a distinguished member) of the 


same committee, [Mr. Fautkner,] both friends 
of this Administration, have, in the most emphatic 
manner, declared their astonishment that I should 
have regarded this message of the President in 
any other aspect than that of peace. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I declare that I do not see 
how any one, ignorant of the real views and 
designs of this Administration, can read the 
message and the accompanying documents, with- 
out having the mind forced to the conclusion that 


| they are of a warlike character. 


Gentlemen who are behind the scenes may 
readily understand that the Administration does 
not expect to bring its practices up to its procla- 
mations; but the uninitiated, who are not sup- 
posed to know the real programme of the play, 
may be excused when they form a judgment on 
the papers submitted for their consideration. 

Let us look for a moment to the communica- 
tion from the Secretary of War accompanying 
the President’s message. I will read from it his 
own language: 

“It has been our policy, heretofore, to carry on, gradually 
and slowly, the work of preparation for military efficiency, 
both offensive and defensive; and in pursuance of this 
policy the estimates of the War Department, from year to 
year, have been limited to the execution of such work only 
as accorded with the ordinary means of our armories and 
arsenals, with but a small force of operatives in employ- 
ment. The regular estimates last submitted to Congress are 
based on these considerations.”’ 

It will be observed that these estimates have 
been submitted only at the commencement of 
this Congress. But, sir, somehow ‘a change has 
come over the spirit of our dream;’’ something has 
occurred to induce a change in this policy. Hear 
the honorable Secretary again: 

‘In view, however, of the propriety of assuring, at the 
earliest practicable period, military efficiency as regards 
armament and munitions, (we have it abundantly as 
regards men,) it seems proper that more active and vigorous 
measures should now be adopted ; that we should increase 
the capacity for production and the force in employment at 
our armories and arsenals ; that we should prepare more 
rapidly armaments and ammunition for our fortifications ; 
that we should increase our supplies of improved small- 
arms by the manufacture of new ones, and by the alteration 
of those of past dates of fabrication, including both the 
United States and State arms; and that we should provide 
ample supplies of ammunition, accouterments, and imple- 
ments for the immediate and most efficient use of the 
whole.” 

It is well understood, Mr. Speaker, that states- 
men who write State papers weigh their words 
well; and, therefore, when the chief of the War 
Department submits a recommendation to the 
President for a change in the policy heretofore 
pursued in preparing the country for a time of 
war—when he recites that policy, and, antitheti- 
cally, talks of ‘* the propriety of assuring, at the 
earliest practicable period, military efficiency as 
regards armaments and munitions,’’ and of pro- 
viding ‘‘ more rapidly armaments and ammunition 
for our fortifications,”’ and ** accOuterments, am- 
munition, and implements for the immediate and 
most efficient use of the whole,’’-and the President 


_ indorses this recommendation to the Representa- 


ni 





Y 


rye 


“= 2 & 


pa ae iil ti be 


i 


a ae lg? 





1856. 


tives of the American people with the declaration 
that he wants a special and extraordinary appro- || 
priation of $3,000,000, in order to the reversal of | 
she old pohey and the installation of the new 
aolicey of Government, I respectfully submit that 

‘ should not appear strange if the Representatives | 
conclude, from the face of the papers, that the 
message looks towards war, and strikes upon the 
ear as the wey note of preparation, 

How does the President propose to apply the | 
money he asks for? The gentlemen say it will 
be applied to the improvement of fire-arms. That || 
ig not the answer of the document before the 
House. It answers that it is wanted ‘to prepare 
more rapidly armaments and ammunition for our | 
fortifications. 1] 

Mr. QUITMAN. Does it not state that there 
is a sufficient supply of ordinary munitions; but | 
that the object is to adapt them to recent improve- 

ents © 
Mr. MARSHALL. The words of the Secre- | 
tary’s letter are these: 

“We should prepare more rapidly armaments and ammu- | 
nition for our fortfications; that we should increase our sup- 
plies of improved fire-arms by the manufacture of new ones, | 
and by the alteration of those of past dates of fabrication, | 
including both the United States and State arms; and that 
we should provide ample supplies of ammunition, accouter- 
ments, and implements, FOR THE IMMEDIATE AND MOST 
EFFICIENT USE OF THE WHOLE.”’ 

Mr. QUITMAN. By what just precedes what || 
the gentleman has read we are informed that |! 
there is now on hand the ordinary supply of these | 
arms. | 
Mr. FAULKNER, Allow me to makeastate- 
ment of facts. || 

Mr. MARSHALL. I yield fora question— || 
nothing else. I do not yield the floor for a state- 
ment; for, if f understand the decision of the Chair | 
under the rule, when I yield for a statement I 
yield altogether. 

’ Mr. FAULKNER. I desire to ask a question 
founded upon a fact. The gentleman knows that 
it has been the policy of this Government for 
many years back to accumulate at the national 
armories and arsenals a large quantity of arms. 
They now amount to between five and six hun- 
dred thousand. It has been ascertained by experi- 
ments which have been made with the newly- 
invented guns, that the old ones are entirely 
ineflicient In comparison. 

Mr. MARSHALL. The gentleman is not 
asking me a question. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Well, I ask the gentleman || 
what he would do in the emergency ? 








Mr. MARSHALL. The emergency! What | 
emergency? I thought all was peace. But the | 


honorable gentleman leaks out the fact that an 
emergency is supposed to exist. Now, it is be- 
cause they admit an emergency to have arisen, 
that ldo not comprehend their astonishment at | 
my remark, that this message and this letter from | 
the War Department are notes of preparation for 
an impending difficulty somewhere. Are we then 
inany emergency? Are we to understand thata 
crisis has come in the affairs of this country, | 
either at home or abroad, which induces members 
of the Committee on Military Affairs to declare | 
that the Executive finds himself in ‘‘ an emer- 
gency,’ such as to require this call upon us for 
three millions of money to be placed at his dis- 
cretion, to bring the country, at the earliest prac- 


ticable period, to a higher degree of od effi- | 
ciency than at present exists? If so, then | say, 


without hesitation, that the House should resolve 
itself at once into a committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ascertain what the 
emergency is, mi 

Mr. FAULKNER. I have explained what I || 
meant by the term emergency. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I will let that pass. I 
rose merely to repel the arraignment of me by the || 
gentlemen of the Committee on Military Afiairs, 
lor needlessly alarming the country by talking of | 
this message as a war message. I rose to show | 
that, whatever may be the condition of my nerves, | 
there is enough on the face of these documents to 
have arrested the attention of any legislator who, | 
like myself, knows what the calamities of war | 
are. The honorable chairman of Military Affairs | 
Suggested an expression of his surprise that I 
should have been the first to speak here of alarm | 
at the idea of war. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I will say, in reply to this, | 
that there is no man upon this floor whose native | 





| with any idea of denouncing anybody. 


| benevolence and kindness of heart, high sense of | 


honor, and humanity, would shrink more readily 
from the idea of -war than the distineuished chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, [Mr. 
Quirman.] He would meet war as a dire ne- 
cessity, and always a calamity—justifiable only 
when waged to protect national honor. He would 
go forth to its call,as he has gone heretofore, 
fearlessly, gallantly, gloriously; and he would 
come out ef it, if at all, with new and greener 
laurels around his brow than those he wears now 
so modestly, yet so worthily. But, sir, | know 
him too well not to know that he, like myself, 
turns away with repugnance from the suggestion 
of war. Sir, lam proud to say I am afraid of 


|| war—lI do not like to hear it lightly talked about. 


I suppose it must be undertaken somtimes, and 
then it should be met calmly and conducted ener- 


|| getically; but it is not the subject for light national 


chit-chat, and we ought never to have in this 
country any fillibustering about our readiness for 
war. Our chief Executive should never sound a 
war note, if it may be avoided with propriety. I 
am unwilling to hear it, or to appear to be preparing 
for war, by rapid movements in arming fortifica- 
tions, collecting supplies of ammunition, accou- 
terments and implements, unless some occasion 
has in fact arisen to justify and demand sucha 


| course of action. 


I did not speak yesterday in an accusing spirit 
in regard to this matter, and I do not now speak 
} 1 y- I donot 
know what has occurred; I do not know whether 
the President, indeed, wants three millions to alter 
the locks and bores of a parcel of old guns, so as 
to fit them for percussion caps and conical balls, 
or whether he wants it to run cannon out of the 
embrasures of our forts, so as to make a show of 
readiness and a high state of efficiency, or for 
some other equally useful purpose. I thought it 
most probable, yesterday, the message portended 
a storm ahead of us; but the assurances of gentle- 


| men who occupy near relations upon the part of 


this House to the Department of War and the 


| Executive have, to a great degree, removed the 
| apprehensien. 


The gentleman from Virginia 
talks about the improvements in small-arms as 
evinced during the war in the Crimea. Does he 
suppose that, by any proper economy, the old 


If I under- 


| stand the matter aright, it is proposed to recall 
| the arms from the States, and then to alter them 


|| Harper’s Ferry or: Springfield muskets, which | 
| have been distributed to the States, can be changed 
| to the efficiency of the Minié rifle? 


| not to be misunderstood 
| that, from the condition of our foreign relations, 
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foreign Power, I see no sound reason for the de- 
parture from the old policy of gradually preparing 
the means of military efficiency. Talk of rapidly 
arming our fortifications! Why, sir, itis a curi- 
ous fact in the history of our fortifications that, 
notwithstanding the number we have commenced 
and partially built, we have not yet finished a 
single one. The President will not find me back- 
ward in voting supplies for the substantial de- 
fenses of the country, North or South, East or 
West. Present to me a case in which my judg- 
ment shall be convinced of the policy or propriety 
of adding to our means of defense, even with 
greater rapidity than heretofore, and I am ready 
to vote the money from the Treasury to accom- 
plish the purpose. I am willing to girdle our 
coast with efficient military fortifications, at what- 
ever cost, if there is a propriety in spending the 
mublic money for the purpose faster than it has 
ieretofore been appropriated. 

Will the President come here and say that he 
wants money out of the Treasury for the purpose 
of sending supplies of ammunition to the Pacific 
coast, in order that we may defend our Pacific 
borders; or that he wants to “take time by the 
forelock’’ before the navy of Great Britain stops 
the passage across the Isthmus? Then I will 
vote the money. What] want from the Admin- 
istration is fair sailing, open sailing, perfect con- 
fidence between us, as legislators, and the Pres- 
ident. If the Executive sees any cloud in the 
horizon, let him tell it to us in language that is 
If the President believes 


we are approximating a crisis that may be re- 
solved into a war, let him send that word here, 


| (confidentially, if he prefers to do so,) and I 


not doubt the patriotism of the Representatiy 
of the people will provide amply for the real 
wants of our country. 

Mr. KUNKEL. As this, Mr. Speaker, is a 


| military question, on Which most of the military 


gentlemen of the House have addressed the Chair, 
itis just possible that the House may desire to 
hear from the Committee on the Militia. Now, 
that committee is composed of a number of able 


| and experienced military men; and, as neither 


the Committee of Ways and Means, nor the Com- 


| mittee on Military Affairs, can agree as to the 


by adapting them to the new improvement, by || 


regrooving their bores and changing their locks 
from flint to percussion locks. Gentlemen inti- 
mate that these improvements of the old arms can 
be so made, and economically made. Iam not 
pene to dispute the a were I so inclined; 


ut why was not this idea submitted with a rec- | 


ommendation to adopt it, when the Secretary of 
War and chief of the ordnance corps made their 
annual reports? If gentlemen are right in their 
assurances that this message has no legitimate 


| reading as a war document, and that it was not 
| suggested to change our policy because of any 


proximate probability of difficulty with any for- 
eign Power, then | am only the more surprised 
that the change was not suggested by the ordnance 
and engineers, and some estimates of cost pre- 
pared to enlighten us as to the judiciovfsness of 
the proposed changes when the President first 
sent in his annual message with departmental 


| reports. 


But, sir, my object has been accomplished in 
calling attention to the character of this recom- 
mendation. So far from uselessly alarming the 
country, it will have served to prevent alarm, 
when it shall go abroad from this Hall, upon the 
high authority of the present chairman and former 
chairman of Military Affairs, that war is not to be 
apprehended, and that any aeenee difficulties 
in our foreign relations may be settled by wise 
and peaceful diplomacy. The country will rejoice 


| to hear that the President and Secretary of War 


only want to mend up our old guns, and to put 
our armories into a little more active operation; 
but with an expectation of continued peace. And, 
under this view of the matter, I have no care 
where you send the message, or to what commit- 
tee it may be referred. 

I will add, however, that if we are not in any 


| nication from what appears upon its face, 


disposition of this communication, | have an idea 
that, by way of compromise, and because the 
Committee on the Militia have but little to do, 
and are exceedingly well-versed on these subjects, 
it should be referred tu them. 

But seriously, Mr. Speaker, I cannot agree with 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
{Mr. H. Marsuaur.}: I must take that commu- 
It is 
a communication fron; the War Department, sug- 
gesting that certain improvements in fire-arms, 
and certain other matters, are of importance to 
strengthen that arm of the public service, and that 
some money is requivd for the purpose. Now, 
without looking at the question of the probability 
or possibility of war, or without raising an issue 
with the Administration on any such question as 
that, but acting on the maxim, ‘‘ in time of peace 
prepare for war,’’ [ think that this inapenbbahledh 
receive the usual refercnce, and be acted on in the 
usual way. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, what I rose to speak 
about is this: Consuming two days in the discus- 
sion of this matter, we have advanced no further 
than we were on its introduction. The question 
is a question of reference. Now, three questions 
arise upon the communication: First, the pohey of 
the improvement sugvested; second, the amount 


of money necessary to effect it; and, third, whether 


| this House will appropriate $3,000 ,000 for the pur- 


y | tion ordered to be 
danger of a rupture with Great Britain, or other |i 


pose. The first and. second questions are, be- 
yond all controversy , « uestions fi ” the Committee 
on Military Affairs. This, sir, it seems to me, 
without having any particular acquaintance with 
what is usual and customary ip such cases, is the 
proper reference for, it: First, to the Committee 
on Military Affairs; and, when they shall have 
disposed of these two questions, and reported 
back to the House, 1 it then go to the Committee 
of Ways and Meats, and then to the Committee 
of the Whole on thyiate of the Union. [| call for 


the previous quest ®, 


The question War wai 
s5,) 


onded; and the main ques- 
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Mr. H. Marsnatt, to refer the President’s mes- 
sage tothe Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union; and the motion was not agreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. QuitMan’s mo- 
tion, to refer it to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, and order it to be printed; which motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. QUITMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
bv which the message was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table; which lat- 
ter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I now move that 
the rules be suspended, and that the House re- 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Penntneton in the chair.) 


DISTRIBUTION OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
The CHAIRMAN 


President of the United States. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
lowing resolutions: 
1. Resolved, That so much of the annual message of the 


President of the United States to the two Houses of Con- | 


|| Mr. GROW. 


gress, ot the present session, as relates to our foreign affairs, 
together with the accompanying correspondence in relation 


thereto; to the attempt which the exigencies of the war in | 


which Great Britain is engaged with Russia induced her 


to make to draw recruits from the United States; to sur- | 
veying and establishing the boundary line which divides || 


the Territory of Washington from the contiguous British 


possessions ; to the extinguishment of the possessory rights | 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company and of the Puget’s Sound 
Agricultural Company—be referred to the Committee on | 


Foreign Atfairs. 


2. Resolved, That so much of the said message and ac- | 


companying documents as relates to further appropriations 
for the service of another season of the commission for de- 


termining the rights of fishing in the mouths of rivers on the | 


coasts of the United States and the British North American 
provinces ; to the receipts and expenditures of the Treasury ; 
to the condition of the same; to the public debt and its re- 
payment ‘to the fiscal business of the Government; to the 
early revision and reduction of the tariff of duties «n im- 
ports—be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
3. Resolved, That so much of the said message and ac- 
companying documents as relates to the insertion by public 


officers of falye entries on their books of record or account, | 


or to make false returns; and also requiring them, on the 
termination of their service, to deliver to their successors 
all books, records, and objects of a public nature in their 
custody——be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
4. Resolved, That so much of the said message and ac- 
companying documents as relates to the Army of the United 


States; to the making provision by a retired list fordisabled | 


officers; of increased compensation to the officers retained 
on the list for active duty ; tora partial reorganization of the 


Army; of hostilities on the part of the Indian tribes in the || 


Territories of Oregon and Washington—be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

5. Resolved, That so much of the said message and accom- 
pinying documents as relates to the Navy of the United 
tates, and toa gradual and systematic increase of the same, 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

6. Resolved, Thatso much ofthe said message and accom- 


panying documents as relates to the Post Office Department, | 
118 Operation and condition, be referred to the Committee on 


the Post Office and Post Roads. 

7. Resolved, Thatso much of the said message and accom- 
panying documents as relates to the public lands, their sale, 
joeation with military scrip, or land warrants, taken up 
under grants for roads, selections as swamp lands by States, 


and survey, be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. |! 
&. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- | 
panying documents as relates to the District of Columbia |! 


¢ referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
9. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 


panying documents as relates to the Territories be referred | 


to the Committee on Territories. 


Mr.GROW. Does the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means propose to ask for a 
vote upon these resolutions now ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Of course. 


have them acted upon as soon as possible. It 


will be observed that we have been in session | 
now three months, without the transaction of any | 


business whatever; and it isa matter of some im- 


pertance that some of the — treated of in | 


the message should be referred, so that the com- 
nittees may have them under consideration. 
Mr. GROW. If that be the object of the Com- 
raittce of Ways and Means, | will certainly 
throw no obstacle in the way of facilitating the 
business of the House. I believe that the Kansas 
message comes up immediately after this is dis- 
pons of; and with the understanding that I can 
,zave the floor upon that, I will now yield it. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 
take place in the committee may perhaps be 


«nce to Kansas affairs than to the annual mes- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


stated that the business | 
first in order was the annual message of the 


I offer the fol- | 


I desire to | 





The discussion likely to | 








| sage; 1 hope, therefore, the committee will con- 


sent to the immediate passage of these resolutions. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think these resolutions 
ought to be printed before they are acted on, so 
that gentlemen can compare them with the mes- 
sage. Itis impossible for members to know, from 
hearing the resolutions read, whether the dis- 
tribution proposed is a proper one. 

Mr. CA MPBELL. They have been very care- 
fully prepared. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I donot question that the gen- 
tleman has bestowed great care on them; but other 
gentlemen may wish to compare them with the 
message itself. There might be differences of 
opinion as to the proper references. 

| sire to delay action, but I think these resolutions 
ought to be printed before we are called upon to 
act on them. 


Mr. GROW. Then, if the resolutions are not 


to be adopted now, if the gentleman from Alabama | 


wishes to have them printed, I claim the floor. I 
desire to speak upon the message of the Presi- 


dent; but it is late in the day, and I should like || 


the committee to rise. 


| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suppose the res- || 
| olutions will be printed in the Globe of to-mor- || 
The | 


row as a part of this day’s proceedings. 
committee cannot order them to be printed. 
I did not propose it. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman will see them 
in the Globe, and can propose any amendment he 
desires before they are finally acted on. 

Mr. GROW. have no amendment to pro- 

ose. I desire to speak upon the message of the 
President; and as the gentleman from Alabama 
wished to see the resolutions printed, I suggested 
that the committee should now rise, and then he 
can see them in to-morrow’s Globe. 

Mr. ORR. If the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia desires to discuss the President’s message, 
and does not desire to proceed this evening, I will 
move that the committee do now rise, if he will 
yield the floor for that purpose. 

Mr. GROW. [yield for that 


urpose. 


Mr. ORR.” The gentleman will, then, be enti- || 
| ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
| 


tled to the floor when we go into committee again. 
I move that the committee do now rise. 
Mr. JONES. Unless the gentleman wishes to 


| make a speech in reference to these resolutions | 
themselves, I think we might as well adopt them |; 


now as at any other time. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must remind 
/ gentlemen that the motion that the committee rise 
isnot debatable. Does the gentleman from South 
Carolina persist in his motion? 
Mr. ORR. I made the motion for the accom- 
/modation of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 


1 will withdraw the motion. 

Mr. GROW. Lam very much obliged to the 
gentleman from South Carolina, but I prefer not 
to go on with my remarks now. 


| Mr. CAMPBELL. I hope the committee will | 


rise and report the resolutions to the House. 
We can then go back into committee, and proceed 
| to consider the special message. 

Mr. GROW. I certainly have no objection to 
that, with the understanding that I shall have the 
floor when we go back into committee. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. | insist upon my motion, 
then, that the committee rise and report the reso- 
lutions tothe House. 


| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will inform the 


' gentleman from Pennsylvania, that he will not be 
entitled to the floor i 
mittee upon another subject. 

Mr. GROW. Then,I hope the motion of the 
pontine from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] will 
»e adopted. r 

Mr. ORR. 1am not very sure that the course 
proposed to be pursued by the gentleman from 

Ohio (Mr. Camppect] is a right and proper one. 

| It is certainly very unusual for the committee, at 


| its first sitting, to parcel out the President’s an- | 


nual message among the standing committees. I 
| have known that document to be discussed in 
committee for two months before it was referred 


| to the committees. I have nothing tosay, myself, 


upon the subject, but it is not usual to dispose of 
the matter in this summary manner. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chairdesires to know 


|, if there is any motion before the committee ? 
more n° A to the special message in refer- |) 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


| before it. 


LOBE. 








but no debate is in order, unless the gent! 


I do not de- | 








the House go into com- | 


| mine, and justly and properly claims my special 





Yes, sir; my motion is || 
|| that the feelings of Captain Read have been sorely 





February 2s ‘ 
Mr. GROW. The Chair assigned the floor to 
me. I yielded only to the gentleman from South 


Carolina, to move that the committee rise. 
The CHAIRMAN. So the Chair underst 

















ands; 


; ! eman 
from South Carolina withdraws his motion. 


Mr. ORR. _ I have not withdrawn my motion 
The debate that has been going on between dif. 
ferent gentlemen upon all sides of the Hall has 
gone on by general consent, in order that we 
might understand one another. I supposed there 
was no objection to it. 

Mr. JONES. I merely wish to make one ro. 
mark. It is true, as the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Orr] says, that the President's 
annual message has on former occasions been 
under discussion for weeks before it has been re. 
ferred to the standing committees of the House. 
But the President’s annual message which is now 
before us is so sound in principle and wise in its 
recommendations, as to command the universal 

'respect and approbation of the committee; and 
consequently they do not wish to make an 

| speeches upon it, but are willing that it should be 
referred without debate. [Great laughter. ] 

The question was then taken on Mr. Orp’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the Chairman [Mr, 
ee ee that the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union had had the 
| Union generally: under consideration, and partic- 
warly the annual message of the President of the 
United States, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

Mr. WALKER moved thatthe House adjourn, 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
| a quarter to three o’clock, p. m.) the House 

adjourned. 


| IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, February 28, 1856. 

| Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dray, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. STUART. Mr. President, for the pur- 
| pose of enabling several of the standing commit- 
| tees to bring up their business [ move that, when 
| the Senate adjourns to-day, it be to meet on Mon- 

day next. 

Some of the committees have business to trans- 

act, for which one day of the week is not sufficient: 
| the adoption of my motion will give them further 
time for the comnsdbtation of committee business. 

The motion was agreed to. 


If he wishes to go on with his remarks, of course || ert gash cttlna bantam a ome 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented the memorial 
_of examining clerks in the bounty land depart- 
ment of the pension bureau, praying for an in- 
' crease of compensation; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. GEYER presented the memorial of Sam- 
uel A. Lowe, praying for compensation for ser- 
vices in copying and superintending the printing 
| of the laws of Kansas, under the direction of the 
| Legislative Assembly; which was referred to the 
' Committee on Territories. 
| Mr. EVANS presented the memorial of sun- 
dry officers of the custom-house in Charleston, 
| South Carolina, praying for an increase of com- 
| pensation; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petition of 
| Commander Robert Ritchie, who has been placed 
| on the reserved list in cohsequence of the action 


|| of the late naval board, praying to be restored to 


his former position in the Navy; which was re- 

| ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

| Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President, it is my duty 

to present to the Senate the memorial of George 

C. Read, a captain in the Navy, and I shall ask 

its reference to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
This officer, Mr. President, is a constituent of 


| consideration ina matter which he believes greatly 
| concerns his personal honor; and I must ask the 
_ indulgence of the Senate whilst I submit a very few 
| remarks in reference to the career and character 
| of this officer, and the purpose of his memorial. 
It is quite evident on the face of the memorial 
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wounded by the action of the naval board in |) 


| <— . : 
‘hat no sufficient reason can be assigned for this 
thar . 


decision; that his deportment as an officer and 
agentleman could not have furnished this reason; 
and on these points he invitesand defies the closest 
grutiny. Although sixty-nine years of age, he 
-, not left the poor consolation to believe that his 
fate was determined by any fixed rule as to age, 


for gentiemen older than himself had been retained | 


ae officers in the active service; nor can the reason | 


he found in supposed bodily infirmity, for it is too | 


manifest that he is capable of,enduring greater 
physical labor than one half the members of 
ihe naval board, who have adjudged themselves 
ficient and worthy of promotion. With these 


:mpressions he appeals to Congress to redress his || 
wrongs by restoring him to the active service of 


his country, and to the line of promotion in a ser- 
yee to which he has devoted his energies and his 
ambition. 


A lance at the history of this offieer, and the | 


facts of his case, Mr. President, has served to 
facts ’ ’ 


convince me that he is one of the most meritorious | 


of the many Officers who have appealed to the 
Senate fer relief from the decision of the late 
retiring board. Quite confident I am, sir, that he 


. ‘ | 
has been a gallant officer—one who has cheerfully, || 


in season and out of season, obeyed the call of his 
couwtry, and performed bravely and faithfully 
every duty assigned to him during a long and 
useful career. 

As early as the year 1804, én the capacity of a 


midshipman, he served on board the frigate Con- | 


stitution, then in the Mediterranean, attached to 
the squadron of Commodore Barron. He re- 
mained on board the Constitution during the time 
that vessel was employed in blockading the port 
of Tripoli. 


dent; but in 1812 he was again restored to the 
Constitution, his favorite vessel, then commanded 
by Captain Hull. He was on board that vessel 
during its memorable chase and escape from five 
ships of the enemy, an incident which excited 
much interest in the early part of the late war 
with Great Britain. He afterwards participated 
in the terrible struggle between the Constitution 


and the British frigate Guerriere, which resulted | 


inthe capture of the latter; as he also, at a sub- 
sequent period, had an honorable part in the ecap- 
ture of the enemy’s ship Macedonian. For his 
gallant conduct in these battles, he was presented 
with a medal by Congress, as were his fellow- 
oficers. Ata subsequent date—long afterwards, 
indeed—the merchants of New York city gave 
him a token of their respect and appreciation in 
the shape of an elegant and valuable sword. 


In the course of his career, Captain Read has, | 


at different times, been the commander of a brig, 
asloop, a frigate, and two squadrons, and has 
twice been appointed to the command of the navy- 
yard and station at Philadelphia, the duties of 
each of which stations he discharged with ability. 

| have deemed it just and proper to say what 
I have just uttered touching the character and 
career of a faithful officer; and whilst I cannot 


butadmire his sensitiveness on that point, | would 


not be understood as concurring entirely it. the 
impression so manifestly entertained by that gen- 
tleman, that the naval board, by placing his name 
on the reserved list, has cast reproach upon his 
good name as anofiicer. Such is not my version 
oftheir action. Stich, surely, was not the inten- 
tion of Congress, or the naval board, or the Presi- 
dent. The purpose was far otherwise. It was 
intended that veteran officers, like Stewart, and 
Read, and others, who had served their country 


80 faithfully and brilliantly to the full age allotted | 


to man, should be honorably relieved from active 
service,and be ever after cherished by their coun- 
try. For one, sir, | could not tolerate, for a mo- 
ment, a law or a policy which, in its practical 
workings, would cast the slightest shade over the 
reputation of these gallant men; but the law organ- 
izing the late naval retiring board.was not designed 
to do this—its very letter forbids the conclusion— 
nor do I think it can have that effect. Such will 
not be the impression left on the public mind in 
our day, or be the testimony of history. This new 
feature inf the organization of the Navy, so faras 
it applies to those to whom I have referred, is at 
most but a recognition of the laws of our fallible 
hature, and the inevitable influences of time upon 


In 1809 he was promoted to a lieu- | 
tenaney, and placed on board the frigate Presi- | 








. j 
jacing his name on the reserved list. He alleges | 
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the physical system, whilst, at the same time, 
manifesting the affection and care of the country 
for her faithful servants. It is but the voice of the 
country to those veterans who have served her so 
long and so willingly, saying,,** Well done, good 
and faithful servants! You have filled the measure 
of your country’s glory! Your own honor is 
complete, and ambition can find no resting-place 
above your station. You have given the dew of 
your youth, the vigor of your manhood, and the 
wisdom of age, to the service of the nation, and 
henceforth you are to be cherished as her jewels; 
and the story of your deeds of daring in her de- 
fense, of your chivalrous bearing in battle, of 
your fidelity, patriotism, and pure honor, is the 
rich legacy she may hereafter claim.’’ But that is 
all. The Government, by her act, means only to 
say, that, whilst she may avail herself of the wis- 
dom of these veterans, she is not likely in the 
future, come what may, to be selfish enough or 
cruel enough to command their silvered locks and 
enfeebled limbs to the battle scene, in defense of 
the young and vigorous. 

But, Mr. President, I have already extended 


| these remarks beyond what I had intended. I 


may, possibly, sir, at some future day, when the 
bill reported from the Committee on Naval Affairs 
shall be under consideration, express my views 
on the whole subject of this naval reform, and the 
influence it is likely to have upon the character of 


| that arm of the public service. 


The memorial was referred to the Committee 


' on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. FISH. I am requested to present the me- 


| morial of underwriters of the city of New York, 


asking that the name of Commander Thomas R. 


| Gedney may be removed from the furlough to the 


leave-of-absence list. The Committee on Naval 
Atfairs having reported fully on the whole sub- 
ject, [ presume they will really have no juris- 
diction over the application in this case; and I 
therefore ask that the petition be laid on the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


DUTIES ON RAILROAD IRON, 


Mr. CLAY presented a memorial of the Legis- | 
lature of Alabama, in favor of abolishing the duty © 
on railroad iron, or allowing a credit of six years 
for os pune of duties upon all rails imported 
and laid down from 1850 to 1864; and he moved 
that the resolutions be read, ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The memorial was read. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, this is a 
memorial from a highly respectable source, and 
contains an elaborate argument on a very import- 
ant subject. I think the argument presented in 
the memorial contains some very erroneous views 
on this subject. ‘The motion, | understand, is to 


| print the memorial and refer it to the Committee 


| on Finance. 


I have no objection to the printing 


| of this memorial, as such is the practice of the 


Senate; but I rise for the pamper of asking that 
the motion to refer may be postponed unul this 
day week, as I desire to examine the argument 


presented in the memorial, and I may have a 


|| the files and referred to the 


} 


| 
| 
| 


word or two to say in reply on the motion to 
refer. 

The memorial was ordered to be printed, and 
the consideration of the motion to refer to the 
Committee on Finance was postponed until 
Thursday next. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I desire to move that the 
petition and papers of Peter Grover be taken from | 
“emmittee on Claims. 
I deem it my duty to state that this is a petition 
upon which an adverse report was made at some 
past, period,—I do not know exactly when, but 
not long ago; but as I wish to present additional 
testimony derived from papers taken from the 
files of the other House, I ask the Senate that 


|.the papers may be taken from the files and re- 


ferred to the Committee on Claims. 
The motion was agreed to. 
REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, to whom was recommitted a bill 


in Florida, 2 
structions, reported, in pursuance of those instruc- | 
tions, a bill making appropriations for certain new | 


GLOBE. 





527 


fortifications; which was read a first time, and 
ordered to a second readin. 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, who were, by a resolution 
of the Senate, instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of allowing a correction of a post-route 
bid in Georgia, reported a joint resolution for the 
relief of the Southwestern and Muscogee Railroad 
Company; which was read a first time, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I wish to presenta report from 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, in relation to 
the claim of Lewis Ralston. They report, that 
the claim arises under the sixteenth section of the 
Cherokee treaty of New Echota, and is a proper 
subject for adjudication by the Court of Claims. 
The committee, therefore, asks to be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that it be re- 
ferred to the Court of Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Hall 
Neilson, reported a joint resolution for his relief; 
which was read a first time and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading. He also submitted a report on the 
subject; which was ordered to be printed. 

CHARGES AGAINST NAVAL OFFICERS. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. 

tions: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy procure and iay 
before the Senate, the charge or charges, cause or causes, 
(specifically set forth by the members of the late naval board,) 


I submit the following resolu- 


| tor which the several officers of the Navy were removed or 


disrated, who have applied to this body for redress against 
the alleged injustice of the board, tothe end thatthe Senate 
may judge whether or not the action of said board was in 
conformity to the act passed 2eth February, 1855, entitled 
“An act to promote the efliciency of the Navy.” 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate furnish the 
Secretary of the Navy with a list of the memorialists who 


| have memorialized this body on the subject. 


These are resolutions which simply call for 
information from the Secretary of the Navy in 


| those cases where it is demanded by these officers, 


as to the causes of their removal. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to make a single sugges- 
tion. The last resolution refers to those who 
have presented memorials. ‘There is one officer 
(whom I have in my mind) who has not presented 
a memorial himself, butin whose behalf memorials 
have been presented. I wish that it may be so 
amended as to include those in whose behalf me- 
morials have been presented. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I agree to that. 

Mr. SEWARD. I would ask whether the 
resolution embraces the cases of the memorials 
which shall hereafter be presented to the Senate? 

Mr. TOOMBS. It does not. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope it may be amended 
in that respect. I have some memorials yet to 
resent. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I will accept the amendments 
suggested, so that the resolution will read, ‘*a 
list of the memorialists who have presented, or 
may hereafter present, memorials to the Senate.’’ 

Mr. MASON. Lask that the resoluuons may 
be read, as modified. 

The resolutions were read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy procure and 
lay betore the Senate the charge or charges, cause or causes, 
(specifically set forth by the members of the late naval 
board,) for which the several officers of the Navy were re- 
moved or disrated, who have applied or may apply, or in 
whose behalf applications may have been presented, to the 


| Senate for redress against the alleged injustice of this board, 


to the end that the Senate may judge whether or not the 
action of said board was in conformity to the act passed 
the 28th of February 1855, entitled “* An act to promote the 
efficiency of the Navy.” 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate furnish the 
Secretary of the Navy with a list of the memorialists who 
have memorialized, or may memorialize, this body on the 
subject. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. [hope the Senate will not 
consider these resolutions to-day. We have al- 
ready made a call ofa somewhatsimilar character. 

The PRESIDENT. As objection is made, of 
course the resolutions will lie over. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE AT PLYMOUTH. 

Mr. SUMNER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered, by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 


| to consider the expediency of providing for the erection of 
making appropriations for certain fortifications || 


exas, and California, with certain in- \ 


& building at Plymouth, in Massachusetts, for the accom- 
modation of the custezn-house and post office. 


DENMARK SOUND DUES. | 
Mr. SUMNER. I submit the following reso- 
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lution, which concerns a very Important question, | 
and which I give notice I shall call up to-morrow: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
directed to consider the expediency of some act of legisla- 
tion, having the concurrence of both Houses of Congress, 
by which the treaty with Denmark, regulating the payment 
of sound dues, may be effectively abrogated, in conformity 
with the requirements of the Constitution, under which 
every treaty is a part of “the supreme law of the land,” 
and in contormity with the practice of the Government in 
such cases; and especially to consider if such legislation 
be not necessary forthwith, in order to supply a defect in 
the notice of the purpose of the United States to abrogate 
the said treaty, which the President has undertaken to give 
to Denmark, without the authority of an act of Congress, 
and in disregard of the function of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in the abrogation of all existing laws. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Siprey Wessrer, Esq., 
his Secretary, transmitting, in nen Roa witha 
resolution of the Senate of the 25th instant, the 
correspondence which has taken place between 
this Government and that of Great Britain in || 
regard to the enlistment of soldiers within the 
United States, by the agents and officers of the 
latter, for the British army. 

Mr. MASON. The papers communicated are |, 
the correspondence and documents called for by 
the late resolution of the Senate, in reference to 
the matters pending between thisGovernment and 
that of Great Britain. ‘They are not very volu- 
rainous. It is known that the country is looking 
for their publication with some interest. I move, 
therefore, that five thousand copies, in addition 
to the usual number, be printed, of which one 
thousand shall be for the use of the Department 
of State, and the residue for the Senate. I al 
sume it will be necessary to communicate them 
not only to our Ministers abroad, but to consuls 
at important points; and therefore Il ask for so 
large a number for the State Department. 

The motion was agreed to. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Wessrer, his Secretary, an- 
nounced that he had signed the following bills 
and joint resolutions of the Senate: 

A resolution forthe appointment of Regents of 
the Smithsonian Institution. 

A resolution to supply a deficiency in the ap- 
propriations for printing for the second session 
of the Thirty-Third Congress. 

An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to change the name of the French-built brig 
Vigie to Minnie. 

CLAYTON-BULWER TREATY. 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I offer the fol- 


lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if, in his opinion, it be not incompatible with the 
wublic interest, to inform the Senate whether any offer has 
neen made by the Government of Great Britain to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States to reter to the arbitrament 
of some friendly Power, or otherwise, the question in dif- 
ference between the two Governments on the construction 
of the convention of the 4th of July, 1850, with any cor- 
respondence touching or concerning such proposed arbi- 
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ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for the 
purchase of a suitable site, and for the erection of |! 
proper buildings, for the United States court and || 
post office in the city of Philadelphia. 


title, and referred to the Committee on the 
clary. 


I ask that we may have the resolution consid- || tion of 
ered at once, in order that, if practicable, the in- | come u 
formation (if the President sh 
it) may go to the world along with the corre- 
spondence which he has just sent in. 


1ould communicate | 


The resolution was considered by unanimous 


consent, and agreed to. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. BIGLER gave notice of his intention to 


| 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 1 
Mr. GEYER, in pursuance of previous notice, 


asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill au- 

| thorizing the Secretary of the Interior to approve 

the accounts of the marshal for the district of Mis- | 
souri, for furniture provided for the use of the 

circuit court of the f 

at the April term of said court, held at St. Louis 


Jnited States for said district, , 


in the year 1854; which was read twice by its || 
udi- | 


Mr. BRODHEAD, in pursuance of previous 


notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill to provide for the improvement of the navi- || 


| gation of the Ohio river; which was read twice 


| since, calling on the War Department for informa- 
tion with regard to the necessity of some fortifi- 


by the Department, and the delay in answering it 
| [ | 


|The one resolution, relating to an undefended | 


| this explanation, in justice to the gentleman at the | 
| head of the War Department, for whom I enter- || 


by its title, and referred to the Committee on || 
Commerce. || 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. | 
Mr. FISH. I wish to make a remark in refer- || 
ence to something which fell from me yesterday, | 
in the course of debate on the fortification bill. 
In order to show some of the reasons of my desire || 
for the delay or postponementof that bill, Lreferred || 
to the fact that I had offered a resolution some time || 


| 


cation in the neighborhood of New York, to which || 
no reply had been received. In the course of the | 
debate, I also said that another resolution of in- || 
quiry had been answered within a very few days || 
after its adoption. I am not surprised, Mr. | 
President, that an inference was drawn from that 

remark that there had been some local preference 

in favor of one place over another. _ I confess at || 
that time such was my impression. I have reason | 
now to know that in that | was mistaken. The 
resolution which I offered is under consideration 


arises from the inherent difficulties of the case. | 


coast, was easily answered; the other, relating to 
the completion of a system of fortifications, of 
which many have already been made, required, | 


delay in answering the resolution which I sub- | 
mitted with regard to the defenses in the neigh- | 


borhood of New York. I therefore desire to make | 


tain high respect; and Iam very happy to be able 


BE. 


next. , 


| of the gentleman who made that motion, for rp 











February 28. 


the seat of the Senator from Illinois yj) 
for consideration. 

Mr. BUTLER. Then I will name Wednesday 
next. I think there has been a decided misrey,,. 
sentation of General Atchison, and it is Proper 
for me to say a few words in his vindication. I 
will name any day for that purpose that is agro. 
able to the Senate. : 

Mr. SEWARD, and others. Say Wednesday 

Mr. BUTLER. I move to postpone the fur}, , 
consideration of this subject until Wednesday 
next, and make it¢he special order for that ; 

The motion was agreed to. 


RECONSIDERATION OF ADJOURNMENT OVER, 


Mr. MASON. A motion was adopted this 
morning that when the Senate adjourns to-day it 
be to meet on Monday next. [have the consey; 


Ly. 


sons satisfactory to me, to ask for the reconsid. 
eration of that vote, in order that the Senate may 
sit to-morrow. ‘The reason for making this m6. 
tion is, that there are some matters affecting oy, 
foreign intercourse which it is important should 
be acted on to-morrow; and therefore ask that 
the Senate shall assemble then. 

Mr. WELLER. We can have an executive 
session to-day. 

Mr. MASON. The business to which | 
allude must be done in open session. If I were at 
liberty to disclose it to the Senate I am sure the 
Senate could be satisfied with it. 


The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 


| motion to reconsider. 


Mr. BIGLER called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered; and being taken resulted— 
yeas 26, nays J—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Benjamin, Bigler, Brod- 
head, Butier, Clay, Evans, Fish, Houston, Hunter, James, 
Johnson, Jones of Lowa, Mallory, Mason, Pugh, Reid, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Thomson of New Jersey, 
Toucey, Weller, and Yulee—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Crittenden, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Hale, 
Jones of Tennessee, Pearce, Trumbull, and Wade—9. 


So the motion to reconsider was agreed to; and 


| the question recurred — the adoption of the 
| motion, that, when the 


enate adjourns to-day it 
be to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. MASON. I desire to say to the Senate, 
that I think it desirable that there should be a 
session to-morrow, in order to have printed some 
additional documents which we may receive from 
the Executive,and which it is desirable should be 
ase to go along with those which have already 

een printed. ; 

Mr. FISH. I wish to ask the Senator from 
Virginia whether his object will not be attained 


_aslam told, much consideration and examination. || by making an order, which has, I believe, the 
| | am assured that that alone jis the cause for the | 


precedent of the former action of the Senate, that 
when the documents to which he alludes shall be 
received the Secretary may have them printed? 
Mr. MASON. I think it would be better that 
we should subject ourselves to some inconveni- 
ence rather than incur the risk of any irregularity. 
The call which was made by a resolution adopted 


to relieve him frem any imputations which might || to-day is the one which I expect to be answered 
have arisen from the remarks which I made, of | to-morrow; though of course it will be in the 
nicated to both Houses of Congress the corre- | having a preference for one locality over another. || executive discretion to do so or not. 

spondence connected with the matter of difference _ AFFAIRS IN KANSAS. a een nee I het oede ays be eer 
in relation to that treaty and the affairs connected | On motion by Mr. FOOT, the Senate resumed | OF: COUFES SO SEED SS) S8 dq = Pe Ben 
with Central America. Upon an examination of || the consideration of Mr. Wexier’s motion to || MOETOW: the documents allude¢ to byt es 
that correspondence and of those documents, we | print ten thousand extra copies of the President’s | from Virginia; and, if that is all the as ha 
find nothing of any kind showing that such an | message of February 18, with the accompanying || which is to come before us to-morrow, ie 
offer had been made, on the part of Great Britain, | documents, relative to affairs in the Territory of || "0 be necessary for more of us to come here 
to this Government. We know that it has been || Kansas. || than sufficient to form a quorum. darirdie 
officially stated in the House of Lords, in England, Mr. HALE being entitled to the floor, addressed || Mr. MASON. It is of course very desirable 


tration. 


The President, in his annual message, commu- 





by the Secretary for Foreign Affairs there, that 
such an offer was made. On a former occasion I 
said, in reply to a question of a Senator, that my 
impression was, that no such offer had been made; 
that it was not improbable that some suggestion 
of that character had been incidentally or unoffi- 
cially made to the Minister of the United States 
in England, on the part of the British Govern- 
ment, but which had gone no further. Now, sir, 
if the fact be, that the Government of England, 
through its organ, has announced to the world 
that such an offer had been made in terms, and 
not having been accepted that it had been re- 
newed, it becomes important to the true histor 
of the case, that we should know whether at | 
unofficial and incidental conversation has been 
characterized by the British Minister as an offer 
to arbitrate, to be accepted or rejected on oui part. | 


| were concérned in advocating the measure. [His | 
speech will be found in the Appendix. ] | 


| would, therefore, suggest the eee of post- 


| been fixed for Monda 


the Senate at great length, going into a history | 
of the subject from the introduction of the Kansas | 
bill to the present time, and sparing none who | 


to have a quorum—nothing more. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 





Mr. TOOMBS defended the course of the Pres- | 


ident in issuing his proclamation. His remarks | 


/ will be published hereafter in the Appendix. 


Mr. BUTLER. This is the third time I have | 


risen to make some explanation in relation to 


General Atchison, in connection with the subject 
before the Senate. I cannot do it this evening. 
It would occupy me, perhaps, half an hour. [| 





poning this subject until Monday next. 
Mr. SUMNER. A special order has already 


Mr. WELLER. On Monday next the wei 


| 
| EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Tuurspay, February 28, 1856. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Henry C, Dean. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approve 


Prayg 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the State Department, transmit- 
| ting a copy of a letter from Captain Thomas A. 
| Dornin, of the United States Navy, and of the 
| documents referred to therein, respecting a claim 
of Charles L. Denman, the United States Consu! 
at Acapulco, for relief afforded to two American 
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